generally happen through” 
bk Deficiency in the Materia Medica: i 
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To the Right Honorable and Honorable, 


His Majeſty's Military Officers. 


My Lords and Honorable Gentlemen, 


HOUGH the following Treatiſe 

is deftitute of the Beauty and 
Elegance, neceſſary to render Writings 5 ON 
ſerious Subjects pleaſing ; yet as it XK: 
Means for the Preſervation of that uſe- 
ful and neceſſary Part of his Majeſty's 
Servants over whom you preſide, I hum- 
bly hope the Importance of the Subject 
will ſecure me from incurring your Cen- 
ſure or Diſpleaſure, for recommending 
my imperſect Labours to the Acceptance 
of 
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DEDICATION. 


of your honorable and reſpectable Body. 
My only Motive for ſo doing, pro- 
ceeded from the following Reflections : 


Hz. 


That it is not without great Pains, 


Fatigue and Trouble, to you, and Ex- 
pence to the Nation, that thoſe brave 
Men over whom you preſide, are ſo far 
initiated in the Military Art, as to be 
ready to follow their honorable Com- 
manders, to face and brave the greateſt 
Dangers, when called forth for the De- 
fence and Protection of the Britiſh Em- 
pire ; and therefore, that it is not only a 
great national Loſs, but alſo much to be 
regreted, that in Times of the greateſt 
Neceſſity, when every Exertion of Power 
is needful, ſuch great Numbers of them 
ſhould be cut off by Camp Fever, or 
thereby confined and prevented from 

following 


— — = 
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following their noble Leaders to Victory 
and Glory; and, as I am certain many 
of thoſe Loſſes and Inconveniences would 
be prevented, ſhould the Means offered 
in the following Sheets be adopted, I 
therefore thought they could not be 
placed under a more ſecure or honor- 
able Aſylum, than your Protection. 


But, My Lords and Gentlemen, as 
the many important Objects, which mutt 
neceſſarily engage your I ime and Atten- 
tion, may prevent your having an Op- 
portunity of entering into a minute Ex- 
amination of the {ſeveral Relations 
of Facts, and occaſional Remarks, 
which were requiſite to be introduced 
in the following Sheets, for the Pur- 
poſe of eſtabliſaing my Propoſitions, 
T ſhall beg Leave to ſtate in the moſt 
conciſe Manner poflible, my Reaſons for 


believing that the Means propoſed would 
prevent 


DEDICATION. 


prevent many of the Loſſes and Incor- 
veniencies juſt mentioned; which are, 
that from a ſtrict Examination and At- 
tention to what is ſaid by thoſe ho 
have written on Camp Fevers, it is plain, 
that their Appearances, Symptoms and 
Effects, are nearly the ſame as thoſe 
which attend the various epidemic, ver- 
nal and autumnal Fevers, which too 
frequently make great Havock in this 
Nation; from which this plain and ob- 
vious Concluſion may be drawn, that, 
as the Camp Fevers have the ſame Ap- 
pearance, Symptoms and Effects, as thoſe 
which often happen in this Nation, the 
Means which prevent and remove the 
bad Effects of the one, would do the 
ſame in the other : and therefore, if the 
ſtrongeſt Teſtimonies the human Mind is 
capable of receiving, are to be depended 
upon; viz. a great Variety of Proofs, 
obtained from a careful Examination of 


Facts 


DEDICATION: 


Facts, and diligent Enquiries into the 
promiſcuous Cure of Fevers, for a Series 
of near Twenty Years; I humbly pre- 
ſume, I may, without Fear of deviating 
from ſtrict and ſolemn Truth, aver, that 


had thoſe Means, which are treated of 


in the following Sheets, been known 
and made uſe of in thoſe Camp Fevers, 
which are ſaid to have carried off a great 
Number of thoſe who were ſeized, a 
much greater Proportion would have 
been preſerved ; and many of thoſe who 
were rendered uſeleſs for ſeveral Weeks, 
would have been enabled to do their 
Duty in the ſame Number of Days: and 
that, ſhould thoſe Means be adopted 
and made uſe of for the Future, great 
Numbers of his Majefty's brave veteran 
Soldiers would be annually preſerved. 


As the Subject is of great Conſequence 


and . I hope I ſhall be ex- 
culed, 
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cuſed, if, before I conclude, I mention 
one or two more Advantages, which 
would accrue from thoſe Methods being 
purſued ; which are, that when Men are 
ſeized by Fevers while on their March, 
by theſe Means they would often be 
enabled to purſue it, when, otherwiſe, 
they muſt be left behind ; and again, 
when they have the Misfortune to be 
wounded, and might recover, if not car- 
ried oft by Fevers; they would find, that, 
by the Means propoſed, thoſe Fevers 
would often be ſo mitigated and kept 
under, as to preſerve many Lives, and 
often prevent much Fatigue and Trou- 
ble to the Surgeons of the Armies, by 
accelerating the Cure. 


Having thus, in the plaineſt and moſt 
conciſe Manner in my Power, pointed 
out ſome of the Advantages which would 


accrue from the Means propoſed't in the fol- 
_ Jowang 
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lowing Pages being applied; ſubmitting 
to the judicious Conſideration of the 
different Members of your honorable and 
reſpectable Body, what are the natural 
and moſt uſeful Concluſions deducible 


from the Premiſſes. 


Jam, with the higheſt Reſpett, 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
Tour moſt Obedient, 


Humble Servant, 


New Bond = Street, 
January, 1777. 


R. White. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


8 the following Sheets. « contain Progofitis 
ons contrary to eſtabliſhed Cuſtoms and 
commonly-received Opinions, which are well 
known to impreſs the Mind with a Dif-belief 
of whatever is contrary to ſuch Cuſtoms and 
Opinions; as well as forcibly militate againſt 
the Introduction of new Diſcoveries and uſeful 
Inventions; I therefore hope to be excuſed, if 
I intreat the Reader not to form his Concluſions 
reſpecting the ſaid Propoſitions, before he hath 
ſeriouſly weighed their great Importance, and 
attentively inveſtigated the Subject to which 
they relate. I likewiſe hope I may be per- 
mitted to form this Introduction on the fame 
Plan with that of the Treatiſe, to which it is 
prefixed; and, inſtead of pointing out the Ex- 
cellences of the Performance, aſſure my Read- 
ers, that it contains neither Purity of Diction, 
Elegance of Sentiment, nor ſtri& Adherence to 
Grammar ; that it is void of all the Beauties and 
Graces whick render the Works of learned and 
elegant Writers pleaſing and agreeable; and 
that the only Hope I entertain of its being ac- 
ceptable to the Public, is, that it hath Truth for 
Foundation, important Propoſitions for its Sub- 
JeR, and the Preſervation of Man for its End. 


B 2 Therefore 
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Therefore, though neither the Subject nor 
the Style may be ſo pleaſing and agreeable as 
thoſe which are to be found in many other Writ- 
ings, it is not leſs worthy of the Reader's un- 
biaſſed Attention; as he may thereby be con- 
ducted to the Knowledge of the moſt ſafe, 
certain and effectual Means, whereby he may 
beſt preſerve himſelf, his Family and Friends, 
from thoſe long and tedious Confinements, Tor- 
ments and premature Deaths, which are fre- 
quently brought on by Fevers, thoſe continual 
Scourges of Mankind. 


But, leſt by ſuch a Propofition the Reader 
ſhould be led to draw wrong Concluſions, and 
ſuppoſe he is going to be perſwaded to lay out 
his Money in the Purchaſe of ſome empirical 
Medicine, J muſt take the Liberty to inform 
him, I am not, either directly or remotely, con- 
cerned in the Sale of any Medicine whatever. 


And, as the firſt Propoſition which comes 
under Conſideration in the following Work, is, 
that there are no Means or Remedies publickly 
known, which can, with any reaſonable Degree 
of Certainty, be relied upon for the Cure of 
Fevers (leſt by ſuch a Propoſition I ſhould be 
underſtood to caſt a Reflection, either on the 
Practice of Phyſic, or the Practitioners thereof; 

I 


INTRODUCTION. 


IT muſt beg Leave to anticipate the Reader's 
Concluſion on that Head, by declaring, that 
nothing is farther from my Intentions: and, I 
flatter myſelf, every candid and unbiaſſed Reader 
will perceive, that the whole Bent of what is 
mentioned on that Head, is only meant to prove, 
that the MATERIA Mepica is very barren and 
deficient of Medicines, ſo far as reſpects the 
Cure of Fevers; and that it is therefore very 
requiſite to enquire for thoſe which are more 


ſafe, certain and effectual for that Purpoſe. 


And if, in the Diſcuſſion of a Subject, on 
which many thouſand Lives depend, I have, 
either accidentally or through Neceſſity, in Order 
more fully to illuſtrate the Subject, been led to 
mention ſome Things I would gladly have left 
unnoticed, I hope no Phyfician will be offended, 
or take it amiſs; at leaſt, I am ſure no good and 
humane Phyſician will be diſpleaſed: for, as 
thoſe are Guardians of Life and health, and 
have their Minds imprefled with Scntiments of 
univerſal Benevolence and a ſincere Deſiro to 
do all Things in their Power, which tend to im- 
prove and adyance the Healing Art to a nearer 
Degree of Perfection, I will not entertain the 
leaſt Apprchenſion; but ſhall be ſecure from 

| their 
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their Diſpleaſure for any Thing I have afferted 
in the Proſecution of ſo uſeful and laudable a 
Deſign : but, on the Contrary, hope to be fa- 
voured with their Countenance and Support; 
flattering myſelf, that they will aſſiſt my honeſt 
and well- meant Endeayours to make ſuch an 
Addition to the divine Science of Healing, as to 


prevent Fevers being any longer the Reproach 
of Medicine, 


With the ſtricteſt Integrity I can declare, that 
this has been the great Obje& of my Wiſhes for 
near twenty Years; being fully perſwaded, that 
had my firſt Efforts * for that Purpoſe been 
crowned with Succeſs, many diſtreſſing Scenes 
of Sorrow and Affliction would have been annu- 
ally prevented, as well as uſeful Members of 
the Community preſerved. 


No other Conſideration than my Certainty of 
theſe important Truths, hath induced me to an 
Attempt of engaging the Attention of the Public 
to ſo imperfect a Work, which I begun and fi- 
niſhed with a Conſciouſneſs of being greatly 


unequal to the Conduct of 1o intereſting a Buſi- 
neſs 3 


Hy 


— 


In the Year 1760, & c. Ste the following Treatiſe. 
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neſs; and fincerely wiſh it had been undertaken 
by thoſe whoſe Power and Abilities were more 
adequate to its great Importance. But, ſince it 
hath happened that a Cauſe of ſo great Conſe- 
quence to the Public, as well as Individuals, 
hath been intruſted to the Management of an 
Advocate, ſo weak and unexperienced, I will 
ſupport it to the utmoſt of my Abilities, and uſe 
my beſt Endeavours, by the Aid of Truth, to 
bring it to a happy Iflue; and thereby prevent 
a Diſcovery, which hath for may Ages been 
ſought after with great Earneſtneſs and anxious 
Solicitude, remaining any longer uſeleſs to So- 
ciety. 


But, ſhould this my laſt Effort to make this 
valuable Depoſit, committed to my Care, ſub- 
ſervient to the Purpoſes for which it was intended 
by the all-wiſe Donor, fail of Succeſs, I ſhall 
return to that quiet Situation, from whence I 
was drawn by the above-mentioned Confidera- 
tion, and Solicitations of thoſe who have long 
been intimately acquainted how greatly the Pub- 
lic are intereſted therein: conſcious of having 
ſpared neither Time, Trouble nor Expence, in 
the Purſuits of Diſcoveries, from whence very 
ſingular Benefits may be derived to my Native 
Country. 
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PL S the Incident, which firſt induced me to 
enter into an Enquiry concerning the In- 


far as reſpects the Cure of Nur, 18 
taken Notice of in another Part of this Treatiſe, I 


ſhall not mention it here; but only obſerve, that the 
longer and more minutely I ſcrutinized that important 


Subject, the more Reaſon I had to be convinced, 
that the firſt Propotition to be examined in the fol- 
lowing Treatiſe, is true; viz. That there are no 
Means or Medicines publickly known, or in com- 
mon Practice, which can, with any reaſonable De- 
gree of Certainty, be depended upon for the Cure 
of thoſe fatal Diſeaſes. | 
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Before I proceed to the Diſcuſſion of this intereſt- 


ing Subject, I ſhall point out fome, among the many, 


Miſeries and Afflictions, which Perſons of all De- 
nominations are liable to ſuffer, by the malignant 
Effects of thoſe continual Scourges of the human 
Race, which, according to the Computation of ſe- 
veral ingenious Writers, deftroy a third Part of Man- 
kind; and ſometimes rage with ſuch Violence in 


different Parts of this Nation, as to ſpare neither 


Age, Sex nor Condition ; but cauſe 2 common De- 
vaſtation of almoſt whole Pariſhes. 


Some of the Symptoms attending the firſt Stage 
of a Fever, are deſcribed to be Languor, Wearineſs, 
Weakneſs, Inſenſibility, the Extremities Cold and 
Trembling, Pains in the Back, Anxiety, Oppreſſion 
and Swelling about the Præcordia, with Rigors and 
Horrors, Flatulency, Loſs of Appetite, Nauſea and 


Vomitings. And, except the Symptoms of the firſt 


Stage deſtroy the Patient, they are followed by 
the ſecond. 


But I ſhould think myſelf wanting in Duty to- the 
Cauſe I have undertaken, ſhould I paſs over this im- 
portant Part without making ſome Obſervations upon 
it, and endeavour to confine the Reader's Attention 
to what ſo nearly concerns himſelf, his Family and. 
his ſocial Connections; I would therefore particularly 
recommend to his Conſideration, how great muſt be 
the Sufferings of ſuch Perſons who are conducted 

through 
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through all the Symptoms of the firſt Stage, and 
when they ſurvive thoſe, are expoſed to the Torments 
attending the ſecond; which are deſcribed to be 
Rigors and Horrors, Heat arifing from the Præ- 
cordia, and difluſed from thence over the whole 
Body, irregular Fluſhings, a ſtrong, full obſtructed 
Pulſe, or a very quick ſmall one, great Pains in the 
Head and Joints, Stupor, Delirium, univerſal Sore- 
neſs, Redneſs, arifing in different Parts irregularly, 
Sweating in the Head and Breaſt, or over the whole 
Body, partial Secretions, Petechize, Death; and to 
this affecting Catalogue may be added, that of de- 
ſtroying the moſt exalted Enjoyments of human Fe- 
licity, by the untimely Separation of the beſt and 
deareſt Friends. 


Since ſuch is the unhappy Situation to which Per- 
ſons of every Age, Sex and Condition, are liable to 
be reduced by Fevers, and it 1s quite uncertain how 
ſoon thoſe who ate well to Day, may be brought to 
the moſt wretched Situation thereby ; though the In- 
veſtigation of the Subject may not be ſo amuſing and 
agreeable as many orhers, yet there can be none that 
is more important, or has a greater Claim to the 
Attention of all Perſons, as it is intended to com- 
municate the moſt ſafe, certain and effectual Means 
for their Relief and Preſervation. 


But, it may perhaps be ſaid, how, or by what 
Means, is ſuch Information to be obtained? The 
C2 Anſwer 


N 
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Anſwer is obvious: By following the Dictates of 
Reaſon, and abiding by plain Demonſtrations and 
Matters of Fact; for from thence alone can any cer- 
tain and ſatisfactory Knowledge be obtained for 
that Purpoſe. If it were poſſible to examine the 


many Thouſand Volumes which have been written 


by ancient and modern Authors, reſpecting the Cure 
of Fevers, all the Information which could be obtained 
for the Time and Trouble, would be, that * after 
© a Conteſt has been carried on by the moſt eminent 
Phyſical Writers and Practitioners for many Cen- 
turies, concerning the good Effects of Bleeding, 
Bliſtering, Purging, &c. the Queſtion ſtill remains 
as uncertain and undetermined as ever; one Party 
declaring them to be uſeful, ſafe and neceſſary; 
while the other as poſitively aſſert them to be 
hazardous, miſchievous and deſtructive.“ Nor are 
their Opinions more unanimous concerning Boles, 
teſtaceous Powders, Confections and other Prepara- 
tions; ſome affirming them to be beneficial, whilſt 
others pronounce them pernicious and deleterious. 


N 
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If this then is a true and genuine State of this in- 
tereſting Affair, as I believe no one will deny, it 
muſt remain with the Reader to determine, whether 
he will truſt the Life of himſelf and his deareſt Friends 
to Means and Medicines ſo confeſſedly acknowledged 
to be very precarious, if not hurtful; or he would 
rather purſue his Enquiries, in hopes of obtaining the 


Knowledge of thoſe which are more ſafe, certain 


and 


4 


and effectual: and, ſhould he chooſe the latter, I will 
take upon me to ſay, his Hopes will not be in vain. 


— 


But, as ſuch T cuths are much better demonſtrated 
by Facts, than by a Thouſand metaphyſical Argu- 


ments, I ſhall attempt an Illuſtration thereof by ſuch 


Incidents as often fall within the Reach of common 
Obſervation. But, before I proceed, I cannot for- 
bear obſerving, that it is not without Reluctance I 
invite my Readers to ſuch unpleaſing Reflections; 
becauſe, to thoſe who are particularly ſenfible to the 
endearing Affections of Nature, and have had the 


Misfortune to experience the Truth of what will be 


ſaid, it may bring back the Remembrance of former 
Afflictions; nevertheleſs, as I hope to conduct them 
to the knowledge of the Means to prevent the 
Frequency of the like Misfortunes for the Future, 
J flatter myſelf thoſe Motives will plead my Excuſe, 
and induce them to contiune their Diſquiſitions in a 
Matter, wherein not only the Community at large, 
but their Poſterity, are particularly concerned, 


There are, I believe, very few Perſons, whoſe 
Connections are ſo limited, but, if they take a Re- 
troſpect of what hath happened in their own Families, 
and thoſe of their Relations, Friends and Acquaint- 
ance, within the Compaſs of a few Years; that may 
not remember to have known or heard of Perſons 
being taken ſlightly ill of feveriſh Diſorders, which 
they were told (and believed) not to portend any 

Danger, 


- 
1 rc 
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Danger, or indicate the leaſt bad Conſequences; 


which, nevertheleſs, advanced by Degrees, and, 
notwithſtanding the joint Advice of the moſt ſkilful 


Phyſicians, with all the Means and Medicines they 


could procure, continued to increaſe; and, after 


having regularly proceeded from one Stage to an- 
other, terminated in Death. 


But, as general Aſſertions ought not to be admitted 
before they have been demonſtrated by the cleareſt 
Evidence the State of the Caſe will admit, and, as 
it may happen that ſome Readers may not recollect 
any Circumſtances fimilar to thoſe above-mentioned; 
I will, with all the Exactneſs in my Power, elit 
ſeveral, which, among many others, fell within my 
own Obſervation, in the Courſe of a few Years. 


A Gentleman of the Army married a young Lady, 
with whom he lived very happily for ſome Years; 
and in that Time had ſeveral Children. It happened 
the Lady was taken with a feveriſh Complaint, 
which, it was ſaid, would eafily be removed; but 
it proved otherwiſe, for the Fever gradually in- 
creaſed ; and, notwithſtanding all the Aſſiſtance that 


could be procured, in the Space of fourteen Days, 


put a Period to her Life, to the great Affliction of 
her Hufband. However, his Loſs was in fome 
Meaſure repaired by his eldeſt Daughter, who, 
though very young, had ſo great a Share of Pru- 
_ as to be capable of taking Care of his family 
Affairs: 


1 
; 


( 7 J 


Affairs. But this Gleam of Happineſs was ſoon in- 
terrupted; for the ſame inflexible Intruder, without 
the leaſt Reſpect to the Youth, or the extraordinary 
Qualities of the young Perſon, at firſt ſlightly at- 


tacked her; and, notwithſtanding all poſſible Aſſiſt- 
ance was employed, in about twelve or fourteen 
Days, put a Period to her Life; leaving an incon- 


ſolable Father to lament her untimely Fate. 


Rut this additional Grief was not of long Duration; 
for the ſame inexorable Foe, who had ſo lately 
ſnatched from his Arms an affectionate Wife and ©; 
dutiful Daughter, . ſoon afterwards attacked him; nor 


was all the Aſſiſtance which could be cur ſuf- 


ficient to preſerve him: for he was cut off in the 
Prime of Life, to the inexpreſſible Affliction of the 


remaining Part of his F amily“. 
If 


* In theſe Inſtances, what is remarked in the Introduction to 


this Treatiſe, reſpecting the Prevalency of eſtabliſhed Cuſtoms and 


commonly-received Opinions militating againſt the Reception of 


new Difcoverics and uſcful Inventions, was particularly exempli- 


fied, For an Acquaintance of mine, who was very intimate in 


this afflicted Family, ſtrongly ſollicited them to make Uſe of the 
Chymical Febrifuge; being, as the faid, fully perſwaded that it 
would ſave the Lady's Life. But ſhe was anſwered, that “ her 


< Life was of two much Value to be truſted to ſuch Medicines.” 
And yet, ſuch was the Prevalency of Cuſtom, that, with ſome 
little Variation, the ſame Means and Medicines which were ap- 
plied with ſuch ill Succeſs for the Preſervation of the Mother, 
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If then ſuch accumulated Diſtreſſes are frequently 
produced by Fevers in their ordinary Courſe, what 
are the unhappy Situations of thoſe who happen to 
be fituated where Fevers rage with ſuch Violence, as 
to ſpare neither Age, Sex nor Condition! Surely it 
is not leſs neceſſary and prudent to be provided with 
proper Antidotes againſt the poiſonous Effects of theſe 
common Enemies of Mankind, than with Locks, 
Bolts and Bars, for Security againſt the Attacks of 
Murderers, Thieves and Robbers. And, if thoſe 
who are of'this Opinion will be pleaſed to purſue 
their Enquiries, with an Attention proportionable to 
the Importance of the Subject, they may be fully 
convinced, that it is not only poſſible to prepare ſuch 
an Antidote; but alſo to prepare a ſufficient Quantity 
to ſupply the Britiſh Fleets and Armies, in Time of 
Need f; as well as the Inhabitants of thoſe Villages, 


and remote Parts of the Nation; which are ſome- 
times 


were made Uſe of for the Daughter, in nearly the ſame Circum- 
ſtances; and attended with the like Conſequences. Nevertheleſs, 
rather than deviate from thoſe Rules, and take the Advice of a 
Friend, the Father truſted his own Life to the ſame Means he had 
ſo lately experienced to be ineffectual for the Recovery of his 


Wife and Daughter, 


+ Long chymical Proceſſes, great Heat, and conſtant Attend- 
ance, are neceſſary for making the firſt Principal, whereby the 
Febrifuge is obtained: but when that is once effected, new Ad- 
ditions will ſucceed, by Projection ; and a conftant Supply be 
made, to anſwer the falutary Purpoſes above-mentioned. 


„ 


times almoſt de populated, for Want of being poſſeſſed 
of ſuch a timely Help. But, before I proceed to 
* diſcuſs what relates to this laſt Propoſition, I muſt 
return from this Digreſſion, to where I was obſerving, 
that © there are few People, if they take a curſory 
View of what has happened in their own Families, 
and thoſe of their Relations and Friends, but would 
have Cauſe to remember ſome ſuch Accidents and 
< Misfortunes, as thoſe I have juſt related. From 
which it may reaſonably be inferred, that what I 
mentioned, reſpecting the Materia Medica, is true. 


A 


* 


For to what other Cauſe can it be aſſigned, that | 


thoſe Fevers, ſo ſlight in their beginning, ſhould fo 
often become formidable, dangerous and fatal, not- 
withſtanding all that can be preſcribed by the moſt 
able and experienced in the Medical Art? 


It cannot, with any Propriety of Reaſon, be ſup- 
poſed, that thoſe Gentlemen, who, to a long Series 
of Study and Application, have Joined Experience 
and Obſervation, can be deficient in the Knowledge 
of Diſeaſes, or unacquainted with the Virtues and 
Properties of all the medicinal Preparations publickly 


known. It muſt, therefore, proceed from this; that 


© the Materia Medica is deficient in Remedies for 
© the Cure of Fevers: of which the Reader will be 
more fully convinced, by an exact and careful Ex- 
amination of what is left upon Record by a very 
learned and able Phyſician. 
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The learned Dr. Friend (the reſpectable Author 


alluded to) who, at the ſame Time that he was in- 
troducing Purging in Fevers, as a Method generally 
to be adopted, and as an Axiom in the Practice of 
Phyfic, in two Epiſtles inſcribed to Dr. Mead, re- 
lates ſeveral Caſes, in which he gives an Account of 
the different Methods and principal Medicines made 


Uſe of in each Caſe. And, as I think the firſt is 


very remarkable and intereſting, I ſhall tranſcribe 
ſo much of it, as hath Reſpect to the important Sub- 


ject I am treating of: and then attempt to make ſome 


ſeaſonable Remarks; from which, and by a Com- 
pariſon of Facts, I humbly preſume, the Reader's 
Reflections will lead him to ſuch Deductions and 
Concluſions, as. will make him anxious for the In- 
troduction of Means and Remedies, that are more 
eaſy, ſafe and effectual. | 


* A Perſon of Quality (ſays the learned Author) 
in the Prime of his Age and Strength, was ſeized 
with the Small Pox, February zd; which, in their 
% Eruption, occaſioned an exquiſite Pain in the 
* Back. The Phyficians, who were firſt conſulted, 
<* ordered a Vein to be opened, and a Vomit to be 
% given. February 6th the whole Body, as well as 
e the Face, was ſpread over with an infinite Num- 
* ber of Puſtules, ſmall, depreſſed and confluent ; 
* reſembling, on the Cheeks, a Sort of Pellicle; 
in other Parts, after the firſt Impulſe in coming 
* out, they roſe very ſlowly. He uſed a thin and 

** temperate - 


1 


re temperate Diet. The chief Part of his Medicine 

* was Confect. Fracaſtorii, diſſolved in Aq. Lactis. 

c The Spitting proceeded pretty happily for three 
Days; afterwards it totally ceaſed: which to me 
© foreboded very great Danger, though to others it 
e may ſeem otherwiſe, who imagine, that the Flux i 
of Spitting in the Small-Pox, proceeds from I do 

*© not know what Malignity of Nature. Indeed, 

% however malignant it may be, it ſeems almoſt ne- 


* ceſſary in this Diſtemper, when it is of the con- 
+ fluent Kind. 


«© Feb. 9, The Puſtules about the Chin were al- 
moſt black, and thoſe which had run together up- 
on the Cheeks, reſembled in ſmoothneſs Parch- 
* ment or Ice. 'The Fauces being over-run with 
them were full of Pain, the Face was moderately 
ſwelled; in the. Evening an Ounce of Oxymel 
« Scilliticum was exhibited to provoke Vomiting, 


A 
* 


A 
* 


Feb. 10, He fancied himſelf ſomething refreſh- 
« ed, the Face was more ſwelled, though till more 
* depreſſed than the Nature of the Diſeaſe required; 
the Spitting returned; but after ten Hours wholly 


ceaſed. A little before nine a Veſicatory was ap- 
b « plied to the Neck. 


—_———_—— —— ——_ ——_— 
”— - [ 


« Feb. 11, The Hands a little ſwelled ; but left 
any Thing more dreadful ſhould happen at this 


* dangerous Time (for it was now the ninth Day of 
D 2 the 
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the Diſeaſe) it was agreed to apply Bliſters to. the 


Arms in the Evening; nor indeed was it done too 


12) 


ſoon; for there began to be both a Subſultus Ten- 


dinum and a Convulſion of the Lips. He was ex- 
tremely reſtleſs all this Night, for the Fever burnt 
vehemently, a Delirium enſued, with a Tremor 
of the whole Body. 


e Feb. 12, In the Morning he was not capable of 
either ſpeaking or ſwallowing ; therefore all Hopes 
of his Recovery were in a Manner loſt. How- 
ever, a Clyſter was injected, which worked very 


well in the Afternoon, when the Bliſter had hap- 


pily ſucceeded to our Wiſhes, he came intirely to 
himſelf. 


« Feb. 13 and 14, The Fever continued; cardiac 
and diaphoretic Medicines had been given with- 
out Succeſs. 


& Feb. 18, Again a new violent Subſultus Tendi- 
num: The Delirium returned at ſhort Intervals, 
for neither was the Fever quite gone off, nor had 
we received any Advantage from the Mode of 
Cure inftituted.”? 


A long Difertation reſpecting the Uſefulneſs of Purg- 


ing in Fevers, is here introduced, which T ſhall omit as 
foreign to the preſent Purpoſe : after which it is added 
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« They contended for cephalic Medicines, which 


te are reckoned proper to remove a Delirium and 
C Tremors of the Nerves: which Method of Cure, 
% however well it might ſucceed, might cut off ſome 
* Branches of the Diſeaſe, but could not wholly 
« eradicate it: for however the Symptoms might be 
e abated, the Fever which was the Cauſe of the Diſ- 
«© eaſe ftill remained, nevertheleſs we preſcribed 
Spirit. * Humani & Sal. Armon. volat. 


1. In the Morning his Fever and Cone 
5 yulfions raged more violently.” 

I have thus fairly tranſcribed, as nearly as can be 
gathered from the Relator's Account, all the Medi- 


cines that could be thought of by ſo experienced a 


Phyſician as Dr. Friend, in Conſultation with ſeveral 
others, for the Relief and Preſervation of a Noble- 
man, afflicted with a moſt violent Diſeaſe. As this 
Nobleman then was very nearly intereſted in the 
Power and Efficacy of the Medicines which the Ma- 
teria Medica furniſhed for his Relief and Preſervation, 
ſo are Perſons of every Degree, who may hereafter 
have the Misfortune to be ſeized with any dangerous 
Fever, equally concerned (for Fevers, when not ac- 
companied with the Small-Pox, are frequently as fatal 


and deſtructive as thoſe that are;) it may therefore be 


preſumed every Reader will think an exact Inveſti- 
gation into the Virtues and Qualities of thoſe Medi- 
cines, on which he riſques his own Life and thoſe 


of 


1 


of his moſt valuable Friends, not unworthy of ſerious 
Attention. 


I will therefore regularly proceed to make Remarks 
and draw the plaineſt Inferences and Concluſions, 
which it is in my Power to deduce, from a careful 
and candid Examination of what was done, in Or- 
der to remove this afflicted Nobleman's FEVER; 
which on the 13th Day of the Diſeaſe is acknow- 
ledged to be the Cauſe thereof; and ſhew, that 
whatever Effects the Medicines propoſed might 
have in cutting off other Branches of the Diſeaſe, 
they could have none, in Reſpect of ſubduing the 


Fever. 


In the firſt Account of Feb. 3, when it 1s faid a 
Vein had been opened and a Vomit given, no Men- 
tion is made of any otker Medicine, till the 6th; 
when it 1s obſerved, the chief Part of his Medicine 
was Confect. Fracaſtorii, diſſolved in Aqua Ladtis : 
from this to the gth nothing is mentioned; wherefore 
i muſt be concluded, the ſame Medicines were conti- 
nued till the Evening of that Day, when an Ounce of 
Oxymel Scilliticum was exhibited to provoke Vomit- 
mg. And, as we are now arrived at the ſeventh 
Evening ſince the Beginning of a very alarming Di- 
ſeaſe, though no Mention hath been made of a Fever 
(which is the principal Thing I am particularly to 
take Notice of) it may be naturally concluded, as 


well from the Nature of the Diſeaſe, as from what 
will 
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will very ſoon appear, the Fever had been violent 


the greateſt Part, if not all the Time. For which 


Reaſon, an Enquiry into the Means and Medicines, 


uſed to regulate it and keep it in due Bounds, may 


not be unneceſſary; more eſpecially, as it may na- 
turally be ſuppoſed, ſo eminent a Phyſician as Dr. 
Friend would order the very beſt the Materia Medica 
could ſupply*. Yet we do not find any Medicine 
had been given, which could in Reaſon be ſuppoſed 


to 


* As I humbly prefume what is ſaid in the Introduction to this 
Treatiſe, will ſecure me from the leaft Suſpicion of aiming any 
Reflections on the preſent Practitioners in the Healing Art, ſo | 


flatter myſelf it will do the ſame in Reſpect to the Gentlemen who 


attended the much afflicted Nobleman, whoſe Cafe we are examin- 
ing. And I muſt particularly obſerve, that I would not be under- 
ſtood to infinuate, that the Febrifuge (of which an hiftorical Ac- 
caunt 1s ſubjoined at the ID. of this Treatife) would have preſerved 
his Life : as it is only known to unerring Wiſdom, whether it was 
or was not in the Power of Medicine to do it. All I would be un- 
derſtood to mean, is, that the Materia Medica does not afford any 
Medicine, which, in dangerous Fevers, can be of any material Ser- 
vice. Nor would I be thought to repreſent the Chymical Febrifuge 
as infallible in thoſe Diſeaſes: but freely acknowledge, that, in the 
Courſe of twenty Years, I have known one Inſtance I in which it 
failed of producing its uſual Effects; of which a more ample Ac- 
count will be given hereafter. But this I will venture to ſay, that a 
few Spoonfuls of it would have done more towards ſubduing and re- 
moving that Fever, (which is acknowledged to be the Cauſe of the 
Diſeaſe) than all the Medicines that appear to have been admi- 
niftered for that Purpoſe. 


+ Vide Caſe xx1rr, 


F. 
1 
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1 
to have ſufficient Power and Efficacy to mitigate and 
calm the exorbitant Motions of the Spirits, or pre- 
vent the noxious and deleterious Principles, generally 
very exuberant in malignant Diſeaſes, from aſſimulat- 
ing the Blood, and then attacking the Heart and all 
the vital Parts. This cannot be an unneceſſary In- 
quiry in this Place; becauſe, as I have before ob- 
ſerved, as the Life of that afflicted Nobleman was 
then intereſted, ſo is that of every Perſon, who ſhall 
hereafter be ſo unhappy as to be ſeized by any vio- 
lent Fever. 


It appears, that, on or before the 3d of Feb. a 
Vein had been opened, and a Vomit given; and on 
the 6th, that the chief Part of his Medicine was 
Confect. Fracaſtorii diſſolved in Aqua Lactis. And, 
as it could not be expected that this Medicine could 
be of any material Service, or have much Tendency 
towards producing any ſuch Effects as thoſe I have 
mentioned, (which in all dangerous Fevers 1s of the 
utmoſt Conſequence :) and as nothing of that Sort has 
appeared from an Examination of what paſt during 
the firſt ſeven Days; I will proceed, with the utmoſt 
Care, to ſee if any of that Tendency is diſcoverable 

hereafter. On the gth of Feb. it is ſaid an Ounce of 
Oxymel Scilliticum was exhibited, to provoke Vomit- 
ing; and on the 1oth a Veſicatory was applied to the 
Neck : but it doth not yet appear, that any generous 
Medicine had been thought of, which 1s ſomething 


to be regretted; becauſe the 11th of Feb. was ex- 
| pected 


Ws 


pected to be a very dangerous Crifis; as appears 
from the Relator's Account, who thus ſtates the Caſe. 


* The Hands a little ſwelled ; but leſt any Thing 
&* more dreadful ſhould happen at this dangerous 
« Time, (for it was now the ninth Day) it was 
agreed to apply Bliſters to the Arms in the Even- 
* ing; nor indeed was it done too ſoon ; for there 
* began to be both a Subſultus Tendinum and a 
« Conyulfion of the Lips: he was very reſtleſs all 
Night, for the Fever burnt violently ; and there 
6 came on a Delirium and a Tremor of the whole 


c c Body.“ N 


In this affecting Account of the ninth Day of the 
Diſeaſe, when a Fever is ſaid to have burnt violently, 
it might have been hoped, that, out of the numerous 
Claſſes which compoſe the Materia Medica, ſome 
powerful Remedies would have been ſelected, to 
calm, refreſh and ſupport the Spirits and remaining 
Strength of this greatly afflicted Patient. And if the 
Reader is as much affected as I am, I am ſure he will 
be very ſollicitous to hear of ſome eſſectual Remedy 
in theſe dangerous Extremities : I will therefore pro- 
ceed, with as much Brevity as the Nature of this in- 
tereſting Diſquiſition will admit, to ſatisfy his En- 
quiry. On the 11th in the Evening the Fever burnt 
violently (no Mention of any Medicine being given) 
and the 12th in the Morning he was not capable of 
either ſpeaking or ſwallowing : however a Clyſter 

E Was 


618 
was injected, which watked very well : but no Ac 
count of any other Remedies till the 13th and Tath 
of Feb. which are put together; when the firſt Ac- 
count is, that the Fever continually remained, and 
that cardiac and diaphoretic Medicines had been 
given, without any Succeſs. But as I know of no 
Medicines in the Claſs of Cardiacs, which could be 
expected to be of much Service in this Caſe; and as 
no Mention is made what particular Medicines they 
were; I ſhall go on without any Remarks, to the 
Conclufion of the important 14th of Feb. where TI 
muſt beg the Reader's Attention, and appeal to his 
own Judgment, if my firſt Propoſition, concerning 
the Inefficacy of Medicines publickly known and 
in common Practice for the Cure of Fevers, be not 
fully eſtabliſhed. | 


The 15th of Feb, ſome Difference of Opinion ap- 
pears to have prevailed amongſt the Gentlemen in 
Conſultation ; the Concluſion of which is thus ſtated : 
They contended for cephalic Medicines, which are 
reckoned proper to remove a Delirium and Tremor 
of the Nerves; which Method of Cure, however 
well it might ſucceed; might cut off ſome Branches 
of the Diſeaſe, but could not wholly eradicate it: for 
however the other Symptoms might be abated, the 
Fever, which was the Cauſe of the Diſeaſe, fill re- 
mained. Nevertheleſs ©* we preſcribed Spir. Cranii 
* Humani & Sal. Armon. volat. and Feb. the 17th 
* in the Morning his Fever and Convulſions raged 
more 


( 19 ) 


© more violently.” Could any Thing leſs be ex- 
pected ! Alas! how deficient was the Materia Me- 
dica, when, in the laſt Extremity, Phyficians had 
Recourſe to Spiritus Cranii Humani ! 


Was it ſo very barren, fo fruitleſs, that ſo able, 
reſpectable and learned a Phyſician as Dr. Friend, 


in Conſultation with ſeveral others, could find no- 
thing better in the whole Pharmacopeia, or more 


likely to relieve their afflicted Patient! And will 
then the Gentlemen of the Englith College of Phy- 
ſicians, many of whom far exceed Dr. Friend, both 
in Reſpect to Learning, phyfical Abilities, and o- 
ther Praiſe-worthy Qualities: Will they any longer 
ſuffer that Life and Health (of which they have 
taken upon themſelves to be Guardians) to be riſqued 
on ſuch a precarious Foundation? Forbid it Huma- 
nity, and inſpire them with Reſolution to emanci- 
pate themſelves from a ſervile Attachment to obſo- 


lete Rules and Modes, thoſe perpetual Bars to phy- 


fical Improvement! Let them imitate the Example 
of thoſe their worthy and learned Predeceſſors; who 


not many Vears ago, having examined all the Medi- 
cines made uſe of in Practice for the Cure of Fevers; 
ranged them in different Claſſes and ſpecified their 
Manner of Operation, compared them to the Com- 
buſtables with which the Prophet Daniel deſtroyed 
the Baby loniſn Dragon; and, after giving a friendly 
Caution to the People, not to fuffer themſelves to be 
deluded, gave a lively Deſcription of Chymiſtry: 
E 2 from 


1 
from whoſe inexhauſtible Springs, Remedies pure, 
mild and friendly to Nature may be drawn, and on 


which alone a Dependence may be placed, in Caſes 
of ſuch Diſtreſs. 


As therefore, I humbly preſume the Reader is 
fully ſatisfied that my Propoſitions, concerning the In- 
ſufficiency of all the Medicines publickly known for 
the Cure of Fevers, is fully eſtabliſhed ; I ſhall cloſe 
this Account, by informing thoſe who may be de- 
firous to know the Fate of the afflited Nobleman, 
that, after having, by an aſtoniſhing Strength of 
Conſtitution, maintained a Conflict againſt an in- 
exorable Enemy for twenty-four Days, he died, uni- 
verſally lamented. 


Leaving him therefore to ſleep in Peace, I ſhall 
invite my Readers to engage in the Purſuit of pure, 
mild, and incorruptible Remedies, for the Purpoſe 
of preſerving themſelves and Friends from the dan- 
gerous Aſſaults of Fevers. And as Chymiſtry, from 
whence alone theſe pure, mild, and ſalubrious Re- 
medies can be drawn, is deſcribed by a late worthy 
Cenſor of the College of Phyficians, I will take the 
Liberty to tranſcribe it; hoping the Reader will not 
think his Time and Attention ill beſtowed in the 
Contemplation of an Object, from which he may 
derive ſuch fingular Benefits, 


T is 
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Tis to Chymiſtry we owe the late Diicoveries, 
© and to Experience, from her Advice the moſt com- 
© pleat and moſt certain Knowledge concerning the 
* ſure Effects of the more fimple Medicines. Nature 
© lays open by her the Principles and compounding 
Parts of all the vegetable, the animal and mineral 
* Subitances; as ſhe does by Anatomy the Figures, 
* the Places and the Uſes of all the Organs of animal 
© Bodies. 


She has, being practiſed by Gentlemen of Hon- 
© our and Phyficians of Integrity, expoſed the impu- 
dent Preſumption and fraudulent Exactions of all 
* the chymical Impoſtors. Hardened by the Heat 
* of their Furnaces, ſhe glories in her Separation of 
* the Spirits from mineral Salts, and the other from 
Animals; and in her admirable Preparation of the 
Metals; but ſhe confefles, that the animal Alkalis 
© are deſtroyed by her, when converted into uſeleſs 
Magiſtaries and Precipitates; and that the Earths 
* when calcin'd, are corrupted by her Fires, that the 
* Vegetables, in her Extracts, leave behind the groſſer 
and more earthly Parts; the Spirits the more ac- 
tive, being forced to fly away by her Tortures.— 
* She owns that all her fix'd Salts are of the ſame 
kind, being robbed of all their ſpecificating Vir- 
© tues; and that her Oils are all an exalted and 
cloſely united Sulphur and embodied Fire, which re- 
tains only the hardly diſtinguiſhable Marks of their 
native Power, evident to almoſt every Senſe 1n the 
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aromatic Plants. But ſhe values herſelf by the Ser- 
vice ſhe offers to preſerve Health and prolong Life 
by her Tinctures, which being made by the va- 
© rious Liquors and Menſtruums of natural Water and 
Wine, the Spirits (acid, volatile and vinous) can 
* imbibe and extract all thoſe wonderful Mixtures, 
* which Nature has lodged in all the Plants. She 
* commends and applauds the Infuſions and Decocti- 
* ons (the Galenical Tinctures;) which ſhe imitates 
and improves to the greater Purpoſes of the Cure of 
s Diſeaſes. 


S She takes Care not to loſe the moſt æthereal or 
© fineſt Spirits, by the exact Cloſure of her Veſſels ; 
* while ſhe rends by the Heat of her Fires, the moſt 
© compact and ſtubborn Contextures of the Ingredi- 
© ents, She employs every Liquor in her Service: 
the ſoft Waters of the Spring, or ſimple Milk- Water; 
© the generous Juices of all the Grapes, the Vinegar, 
< and the penetrating acid ; volatile or oily Spirits, 
drawn from her three Kingdoms; the vegetable, 
animal and mineral. To theſe all the Vegetables, 
© the Leaves, Flowers, Seeds, all the Gums and Bal- 
ſams; and the Minerals prepared, freely commu- 
© nicate all their Virtues, cephalic and cordial, and 
< thoſe which raiſe or compoſe the Spirits, and all 
the Alterers of the Blood, in their various and dif- 
< ferent Manners. She prepares them to paſs through 
* the Stomach into the Blood, and by it into the 


; * Nerves, The Stomach is inſtantly heated or cooled, 
' cleanſed 
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* cleanſed of its viſcous Phlegm, or actuated with the 
Supply of the digeſtive temperate acid; and made 
able, by the Corroboratives, to contract itſelf, and 
* force out of her Glands her own Diffolvent. 


They likewiſe convey the purging Qualities of 
* Rhubarb, Sena, Aloes, Jallop, &c. through the 
* Stomach unmoleſted into the Bowels. They deliver 
* to the Blood, by the lacteal Veſſels, the healing 
* Balſams of the Plants, by which the Blood is made 
florid, more firm, conſiſtent and uniform. They 
ſend, with their rapid Circulation, their Balms to 
* the Lungs and Kidneys; their penetrative Parts to 
the Spleen and Liver. The Brain as ſoon receives 
the ſpicey aromatic Spirits of the Flowers and Seeds, 
and by them fortifies and increaſes its Spirits. 
They go forward to the Nerves, diſperſe the Ob- 
« ſtructions there; and enter into all the Fibres of 
« Senſe and Motion. The Liquor does not alter or 
* vitiate the ſpecific Contexture of any one Simple. 
* The incomprehenſible Varieties are preſerved entire 
and undiſturbed by them. The Stomach receives 
from one the bitter and ſpicey, from another the 
bitter and balſamic, the bitter and acrid from a 
* third, and the bitter and cooling from a fourth. 
The feveriſh Blood is refreſhed by one with a wa- 
| © tery Acid: Now with a watery Jelly, then with a 
* watery and temporating Sweetneſs, It has the 
Power of ſeparating its Impurities, ſupported by 
* the aſtringent Parts of one, and the more rough and 


* cementing 
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© cementing of another. The Spirits are increaſed 
* by thoſe of one Claſs, moved and irritated by thoſe 
of another, reſtrained and governed by a third. 


© Theſe (adds the learned Cenſor) were the In- 
* ſtruments of the ſucceſsful Practice of Phyſic, when 
© it had a juſt Regard to the Welfare of the Patient. 
* They are now thought to give Trouble in the Pre- 
* paration, to effect the Cure .in ſmaller Quanti- 
* ties, and prevent the great Deſign of the projected 


Profit. 


Having given the Reader an Opportunity of ex- 
amining a Picture, in which not only the outward 
Features, but alſo the different Qualities, Properties, 
Operations and Effects of the Original are delineated; 
if he will now be pleaſed to purſue his Enquiries, 
and attend to the various Relations of Facts 
and Occurrences, which will occafionally be in- 
troduced in the following Pages, he will clearly 
perceive, that it is from Chymiſtry alone, thoſe mild, 
pure 'and incorruptible Remedies are to be obtained, 
which can, with any Degree of Certainty, be de- 
pended upon for the Cure of Fevers. For an intro- 
ductory Proof of this, the following real and genuine 
Matter of Fact is related. 


A young Lady, of about fourteen Years of Age, 
was ſeized with a feveriſh Complaint, accompanied 


with Pains in her Stomach and other Parts: where- 
upon 


„ 


upon the Gentlemen, who uſually attended the Fa- 
mily, were ſent for. What Methods were uſed for 
her Recovery I do not know; but, doubtleſs, they 
were ſuch as were thought moſt likely to effect it.— 
However, it unfortunately happened, that all the 
Medicines which could be thought of had no good 
Effect; for, inſtead of receiving any Relief, ſhe con- 
tinued to grow worſe : and after ſome Time, it was 
thought proper to remove her into the Country.— 
What Methods were purſued there, is not material ; 
as my only Reaſon for mentioning this Caſe, is for a 
further Confirmation of what I have ſo often taken 
Notice of before, reſpecting the Inefficacy of Me- 
dicines for the Cure of Fevers; and likewiſe, to prove 
the Reaſonableneſs of inſtituting others better calculat- 
ed for that Purpoſe. Wherefore I ſhall not detain the 
Inquirer with a Detail of all that happened during a 
tedious Illneſs, but content myſelf with the following 
Circumſtances. After the Patient had been ſome 
Time in the Country, ſhe was very defirous to re- 
turn to Town ; but had ſo dangerous a Fever, that 
ſhe could not be removed, unleſs that could in ſome 
Meaſure be allayed, which the uſual Remedies 
could not effect. It happened, that a Relation of 
the young Lady's went to ſee her, and, hearing 


that the Fever could by no Means be abated, told 


her Mother that he knew of a Febrifuge; and appre- 
hended, if it could be obtained, it would ſo far ſub- 
due it, as to enable her Daughter to bear the Fatigues 
of the Journey, The Mother, though very unwilling 
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to give any Medicines which were not ordered by 
the Phyſicians, having received the Information 
from a very reſpectable Friend, in whom ſhe placed 
great Confidence, defired he would endeavour to 
procure it as ſoon as poſſible. In Compliance with 
her Requeſt, he came to me, and defired I would let 
him-have ſome of the Febrifuge, for a Relation of 
his, who had a very bad Fever. I ſaid, there was 
no Doubt but the young Lady was attended by ſome 
Gentleman of the Faculty; and if ſo, I would gladly 
be excuſed from complying with his Requeſt. Which 
Reply induced the Gentleman to give me the Ac- 
count related above; and to add, that, as all other 
poſſible Means had been uſed in vain, and as the 
Febrifuge was perfectly mild and ſafe, the other 
Medicines ſhould be omitted for ſome Time, and 
that ſhould be given. Being prevailed upon by theſe 
Arguments, I let him have a ſmall Quantity, with 
which he haſted away. But, in the mean Time, the 
Gentlemen who attended the Patient had been there, 
and ordered the Medicines to be continued; which 
cauſed a Doubt in her Friends how to act; it being 
then Evening, the Fever very bad and accompanied 
with a violent Diarrbœa: and therefore thinking her in 
great Danger, they determined to omit the ther 
Medicines, and give the Febrifuge. Whereupon, 
two or three Tea-ſpoonfuls were given, and a little 
Time after repeated ; when the fick Perſon began to 
be more compoſed, and the Fever ſomewhat abated: 
The Febriſuge being repeated again, ſhe became 

ſtill 
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Rill more eaſy and tranquil; and (to uſe the Words 
of the Relator) had more Eaſe and compoſed Sleep 
that Night, than ſhe had experienced for a conſider - 


able Time: ſo that, when the Gentlemen came the 


next Day to viſit her, they were agreeably ſurprized 


to find their Patient ſo much better, and that the 


Medicines had produced the defired Effect. 


| But this agreeable Scene was ſoon changed through 
on odd Event. The Nurſe, inſtead of putting all 
the other Medicines away, as ſhe had been ordered, 
had left one of the Bottles in the Room, which one 
of the Gentlemen happened to ſee; and, being quite 
unacquainted with what had been done, aſked why 
that had not been given? and ordered it to be taken 
immediately : which. neither the Patient nor the 
Nurſe had Preſence of Mind to excuſe, or Reſolution 
to refuſe; and with Reluctance complied with the 
Order. But this Event was unfortunate; for in 
a ſhort Time not only the Fever, but alſo the Diarr- 
hœa, which had almoſt ceaſed, returned; and both 
became ſo very bad in the Evening, as to cauſe Ap- 
prehenfions of immediate Danger, In this Situation 
of Things, what remained to be done? no Phyfici- 
ans were at Hand to adviſe with: therefore, in this 
Emergency, it was reſolved, once more to put by 
the Medicines which had been ſent in, and to make 


Uſe of the Febrifuge. How often it was then given 
I cannot ſay ; but (according to the Account I had 


from the Relator) ſuch were the happy Effects it 


Rp produced, 


TY 


* . RA a. ea 3 x26; _ A - en * . "Ha 8 8 OS Ph N we, 
— : . 1 . - Lat 9 GE. Aa. on Ae * N O , : a> ce . | E - 8 b « ry 
Jos 4 - 1 K I 7 5 = foe — as 4 ge. IS. y = * * 5 a . N N . — 0 — — 4 
my o IR * 7 — 2 SY 1 WA 5 2 3 a} * * — . 2 A * 3 5 — * : — — —— — —— — — 4 — 
Mt THe... > on tr eg ts pom eg  So re iag S - Eaey E — — — — — — 
— 1 8 m 4 1 A 2 * — — 
bo — P aa . mY > - 2 8 . 4 * - * 3 _—  _—— — — — > * Fn 
+; "as; 
— FP 4 * _ _ 
— * 


6 


produced, that ſome Time after it was given, the 
YPatient began to be much eafier, the Fever and the 
Diarrhoea abated, and the Patient ſlept pretty com- 
potedly the latter Part of the Night. The following 
Day the was ſo much better, that when her Phyſicians 
viſiced her in the Afternoon, they ſaid, ſhe might 
ſafely be removed to Town the next Day; which 
was done accordingly : where I ſhall leave her, hav- 
ing had no other Concern in this Tranſaction, than 
as above related. I have introduced it in this Place, 
as a Specimen of the Proots to be inferted at the End 
of this '['reatiſe. And if the Reader will be pleaſed 
to examine them with the Care and unbiaſſed Atten- 
tion, ſuitable to a Subject in which himſelf and dear- 
eſt Friends are nearly concerned, I doubt not but 
his judicious Reflections will lead him to be thankful 
to Divine Providence, that, by the Help of Chy- 
miſtry, a Febrifuge hath been obtained, mild, plea- 
fant and friendly to Nature, as Breaſt-milk; and 
which, without giving the leaſt Ruffle to the moſt 
delicate and weak Conſtitution, or Diſturbance to 
the Stomach, gently flows to correct and expel the 
noxious Principles, which, in Fevers, mix with the 
Blood, attack the Heart, diſturb the Spirits, and 
bring on thoſe alarming Symptoms, which too fre- 


quently extinguiſh the Lamp of Life. 


But, as this mild and powerful Remedy, which 
produced thoſe ſalutary Effects, is not to be bought, 
it may naturally be ſaid, where is the Uſe of being 

informed 


„ 


informed that a Febrifuge is diſcovered, by which 
the deſtructive Effects of Fevers are prevented; 
when, at the ſame Time, we are told it cannot be 
purchaſed at any Price? In Order, therefore, to 
remove all Grounds of Cenſure, for attempting to 
engage the Attention either of the Public or of pri- 
vate Perſons, to a Subject, from which no immediate 
Advantage can be derived to either, the Author 
hopes the following Narrative, concerning the Diſ- 
covery in Queſtion, will be accepted as a ſufficient 
Excuſe. 


Something more than twenty Years ago, I had an 
only Son taken with an inflammatory Fever, which 
reſiſted all the Means and Medicines which could be 
procured. In Conſequence of which he died. This 
brought me to reflect how uncertain and inadequate 
to the Cure of Fevers all the known Means and 
Medicines applied for that Purpoſe, were: And at 
the ſame Time to think, that doubtleſs from among 
the hidden Treaſures of Nature, Remedies might be 
procured more powerful, certain and effectual for 
the Cure of thoſe deſtructive Diſeaſes; and having 
communicated thoſe Thoughts to my late Brother, 
(of whoſe chymical Abilities there are many ſtand- 
ing Monuments *, not only in Great Britain and 

e Ireland, 


* **. 


* It is to him and his indefatigable Reſearches in Chymiſtry, 
that this Nation is indebted for that Acid Liquor, being made in 
ſuſſicient 


T9 3 
Ireland, but alſo in other Countries,) he likewiſe 
was of the ſame Opinion. 


But in the Diſcuſſion of ſo important a Subject, a 
very material Objection preſented itſelf. For as 
there are many Sorts or Denominations of Fevers, 
and as it is a commonly received Maxim, that 
a Remedy which will cure one Fever may do Harm 
in another ; if that Opinion was founded in Truth, 
it would be in vain to attempt finding out a general 
Febrifuge. I anſwer : Though there are ſaid to be 
many different Denominations of Fevers, their ſpe- 
cific Differences are ſeldom diſtinguiſhable at firſt, — 
On the contrary, their various Symptoms of Malig- 
nity, Putridity, &c. &c. generally come on by De- 
grees, and conſequently, if oppoſed in proper Time by 
Remedies adapted to reſiſt Putrefaction, and defend 
the Heart and other vital Parts from their malignant 
Attacks, by gently inſinuating themſelves to their 
Relief, without weakening the Conſtitution, or diſ- 
turbing the Stomach, Fevers would ſeldom appear 
under ſo many different and alarming Forms. 


Being | 


ſufficient Quantity to bring the Manufactory of Printed Linens 
and Cottons, to its preſent perfect and flouriſhing State; as well 
as thoſe great Variety of beautiful Colours in our Staple Manu- 
factory of Broad Cloth, which could not have been effected with- 
out it. He alſo made other uſeful Diſcoveries, which 1 ſhall for- 


bear to mention, 


1 | 


Being by theſe Reflections led to think, that ſuch a 
Febrifuge might be made, the next Thing to be con- 
fidered, was, from what Principles and by what Me- 
thods it might be accompliſhed : And after many 
chymical Experiments and tedious Proceſſes, through 
the Favour of Providence, this milq, innocent and 
powerful Febrifuge was obtained. 


My Brother being then engaged in ſeveral other 
chymical Proceſſes, had not Time or Opportuny to 
make proper Trials; I therefore employed myſelf 
with great Aſſiduity and Circumſpection in attending 
to the various vernal, autumnal and other Fevers for 
ſeveral Years, in order to find out, as near as poſſi- 
ble, how far it could be relied upon; and to obſerve 
its principal Effects; which on all Occaſions, were 
ſuch as ſerved to convince me, that by a timely and 
proper Ule of this powerful Remedy, Fevers might 


generally be prevented from producing any alarm- 


ing Symptoms or fatal Conſequences. 


I therefore thought it a Duty incumbent upon me, 
to make it as generally uſeful to Society as it might be 
in my Power. For this Purpoſe, as long ago as the 
Year 1760, I made Application to that great and 
- worthy Encourager of Arts and ufeful Diſcoveries, 
the then Duke of Argyll ; but his Grace unfortunate- 
ly died ſoon afterwards, before any Thing material 
was determined. 'The Loſs of ſo great and good a 
Support, did not however prevent me from taking 
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every Opportunity which offered, of gaining further 
Confirmation of its powerful Effects. And finding 
them far exceed my utmoſt Expectations, I thought 
that by diſtributing it in the Villages and remote 
Parts of the Nation, where Fevers frequently carry off 
the moſt uſeful of the Inhabitants, it would annually 
preſerve many valuable Members of the Community, 
Theſe Thoughts induced me in 1762, to offer Pro- 
poſals for that Purpoſe to ſeveral Members of both 
Houſes of Parliament. Before they were all deliver- 
ed, I perceived that my Zeal for having it made thus 
uſeful, had cauſed me to commit a very great Error, 
and that ſo long as it remained in private Hands, 
the Quantity which could be made, ſo far from anſ- 
wering any ſuch Purpoſe, would not ſupply the 
Wants of thoſe, who were become acquainted with 
its Virtues, and were continually ſolliciting for it.— 
I therefore retained the Remainder of the Propoſals, 
and declined all further Thoughts on that Head. — 
But being ſtill deſirous to have it made as extenfively 
uſeful as poſſible, my Reflections led me to con- 
clude, that ſhould the Materia Medica be enriched 
by the Addition of ſo valuable an Acquiſition, it 
would thereby become the Means of preſerving many 
Families from Miſery and Diftreſs, by preventing 
the premature Death of thoſe, who were their prin- 


cipal Support. 


Prompted by theſe Confiderations, I made Ap- 


plication to ſeveral Phyſicians; but though ſome of 
thoſe 


4 


thoſe Gentlemen ſeemed to believe it a Matter worthy 
of Attention, their Situations were ſuch as rendered 
it impracticable for them to promote it. I then per- 
ceived it would be very difficult to obtain ſuch ne- 
ceſſary Aſſiſtance, as would inſure Succeſs. And, 
having for a long Time taken a great Deal of Pains, 
as well as been at conſiderable Expences in my Pur- 
ſuits and Enquiries to obtain perfect Information, as 
to the Virtues, Properties and Effects of the Febrituge, 
and thereby exhauſted the greateſt Part of the firſt 
Principle, by which alone it is to be obtained, the 
Preparation whereof is extremely tedious, I deter- 
mined to preſerve the ſmall Remainder, and a ſuffi- 
cient Quantity of the Febrifuge, for the Uſe of my 
Family; and not make any more, or give myſelf 
any further Trouble about it. 


Not long after I had formed theſe Reſolutions, 
ſeveral Perſons (who had experienced its happy 
Effects in their reſpective Families and thoſe of 
their Friends) ſtrongly intreated me to make more, 
and reproached me with being guilty of a Breach 
of Humanity, for declining to make it, when 
at the ſame Time no other Perſons were inſtructed 
therein. However, though I could not comply with 
their Requeſt, yet having, in that Interval, ſeen and 
heard of many diſtreſſing Scenes of Sorrow produced 
by Fevers, which I was fully perſwaded might have 
been prevented, had the Chymical Febrifuge been 
added to the Materia Medica, I reſolved to make 
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Application to other Gentlemen of the Faculty, who 
I flattered myſelf would be induced, by their Hu- 
manity and Regard to the Preſervation of Mankind, 
to enter into a ſerious Inveſtigation of a Subject which 
ſo immediately related to their Profeſſion. But I ſtill 
found myſelf miſtaken; for, in Converſation with, 
ſome of them, (of whoſe benevolent Diſpoſitions I 
had formed, and ſtill entertain the higheſt Opinion) 
I was told, in a very candid and gentee] Manner, 
they had a very great Eſteem for the Authors of uſe- 
ful Diſcoveries ; but, in Reſpect to fuch Propoſitions, 
they could not be of any Service, as the College 
never meddled with or accepted them. 


In diſcourſing with another on the ſame Subject, 
after I had, with the greateſt Ingenuouſneſs and 
Truth, aſſured him of the ſafe and mild, yet power- 
ful Effects of the Febrifuge, I intimated a Defire of 
having an Opportunity of proving the Truths of 
what I had aſſerted, by relieving Perſons afflicted, 
with Fevers in ſome of the Hoſpitals; and, at the. 
ſame Time, repreſented to him that it might be done 
without any Riſque or Poſſibility of Danger, the 
Properties of the Febrifuge being ſuch as never to; 
ruffle or diſturb the moſt delicate Conſtitution. How- 
ever, inſtead of receiving a favorable Reply to what 
I thought a very reaſonable Requeſt, I was anſwered 
by that too rigid Abettor of collegiate Rules and 
Maxims, that, ſhould any Phyſician give Conſent 


for ſuch a Trial to be made, he would move to have 
him 
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him expelled the College. With due Deference to 
that Gentleman's phyſical Abilities and other reſpect- 
able Qualities, I muſt beg Leave to think, it would 
be more conducive to the general Happineſs of Man- 
Kind, and a more likely Method to promote Im- 
provements in the Art of Healing, if all the Mem- 
bers of that divine Science, inſtead of zealouſly vin- 
dicating and adhering to particular Privileges, Rules 
and Maxims, obtained, made and adopted, at a 
Time when liberal Arts and Notions were almoſt hid 
under the Clouds of Superſtition and Ignorance, 
would uſe their Endeayors to diſcover or encourage 
Diſcoveries of Remedies, more effectual for the Cure 
of Fevers, than any yet publickly known. For, 
(whatever Improvements have of late been made in 
Reſpect to the Cure of other Diſeaſes) I appeal to 
themſelves and daily Experience, if, from the firſt 
Inftitution of the College to this Time, any Medi- 
cines have been introduced into public Practice, 
which can, with any reaſonable Degree of Certainty, 
be relied upon for the Cure of thoſe fatal Diſeaſes, I 
have ſo often had Occaſion to mention in the forego- 
ing Pages. Nor indeed can any ſuch Introduction 


take Place, as long as Gentlemen of the moſt diſtin- 


guiſhed Abilities and Learning (and, in other Reſ- 


pects, poſſeſſed of every ſocial Virtue) will ſuffer 
ſuch Endowments and amiable Qualities to be co - / 


tracted within the narrow Limits preſcribed by 
Rules and Maxims. If Phyficians will neither uſe 
their own Endeavors to make Diſcoveries of new 

G 2 Remedies, 


* 
Remedies, nor ſuffer the Admiſſion of thoſe made 
by the Study, Labour and Expence cf others, they 
who are honeſt and humane amongſt them, may con- 
tinue to lament the Precariouſneſs of their Art, fo 
far as reſpects the Cure of Fevers; Parents bewail 
the Loſs of beloved Sons and Daughters; and Child- 


ren be rendered diſtreſſed and wretched Orphans, by 
the malignant Effects of thoſe deſtructive Diſeaſes. 


It has been mentioned in ſome of the foregoing 
Pages, that when, by a Variety of Proofs, I was 
certain of being poſſeſſed of a Diſcovery, in which 
Society was eſſentially intereſted, I thought it a Duty 
incumbent upon me, to uſe every juſtifiable Means 
in my Power to prevent it remaining uſeleſs; I hope 
therefore no particular Gentleman of the Faculty will 
be offended with me for relating thoſe Matters of 
Fact, which are neceſſary to ſhew what were the 
Means made Uſe of for that Purpoſe. And, (in Re- 
gard to my general Obſervations reſpecting the Rules 
of the College) if, through Miſtake or Miſ-inform-. 
ation, I have ſaid any Thing that is not literally true, 
I flatter myſelf I thall be excuſed by that learned 
and reſpectable Body; as what I have been led to 
advance, proceeded from no other Motive than a full 
Conviction, that, ſhould all good Phyſicians reſolve 
to diſclaim and reject ſuch Rules, Orders and 
Maxims, as tend to diſcourage and: prevent uſeful 
Improvements being made and admitted into the Art 
of Healing, and uſe their beſt Endeavors to bring 

that 


1 


that noble Science to its greateſt Degree of Perfect- 


ion, the Cure of Fevers would ſoon be brought to 
equal Certainty with the Solution of Problems in the 


Mathematicks; or, at leaſt, their deſtructive Effects 


would be prevented with the ſame Eaſe, as a Mor- 
tification from a Puncture or flight Incifion. 


But, as this laſt Propoſition is of that Sort, which, 
as I before obſerved, is apt to impreſs the Mind with 
a Ditbelief of whatever is contrary to eſtabliſhed 
Rules and commonly-received Opinions, left by be- 
ing thought new, it ſhould have that Effect on ſome 
Readers, I am glad to have an Opportunity of in- 
forming them it is not ſo; and that ſeveral very 
learned phyſical Writers and experienced Phyſicians, 
coincide therewith. One has given it as his Opinion, 
that it was poſſible to form an Hypotheſis in the 
Practice of Phyfic, equally certain, in many Reſ- 
pects, with thoſe of Geometricians. Another learn- 
ed Graduate of the College hath obſerved, that Na- 
ture is plain, fimple and direct in all her Ways; her 
Procedure regular and geometrical. A third (after hav- 
ing travelled many Years, and declared, that he had 


obtained more Knowledge by his Obſervations and Ex- 


perience in the Cure of Fevers, than from all the Books 
he had read) proceeds to make many judicious and ſea- 
ſonable Obſervations reſpecting them; and on the 
Means and Medicines generally made Uſe of for that 
Purpoſe : which he affirmed are much oftner hurtful 
than ſalutary; concluding, that, though it may ſeem 

a 
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a Paradox to ſome, he will venture to lay it down as 
a ſelf-evident Principle, there are very few Fevers, 

except in peſtilential Caſes, ** but may be cured by 
the firſt Intention, without waiting for the tedious 
Expectancy of (at the beſt) a very doubtful Criſis.“ 
A fourth, in his Inquiries reſpecting thoſe Diſeaſes, 
remarks, that all Fevers prove fatal if the morbific 
Matter be not ſeparated from the Blood by its inter- 
nal Motion ; and that the Medicines generally made 
Ule of, inſtead of aſſiſting the Blood to produce that 
neceſſary Operation, frequently prevent it; and often 
render {light Fevers incurable. 


To theſe Opinions, which bear Teſtimony of the 
Truth of my Propoſitions, I might add many others; 
but ſuppoſe it unneceſſary. 


Left any Readers ſhould ſurmiſe, that the Operati- 
ons and Effects I have aſcribed to the Chymical Fe- 
brifuge are not literally true, I muſt beg Leave to in- 
form them, (and I hope I ſhall be credited) that, 
however unable I may be to prove, explain and 
inforce my Propoſitions in that clear, ſolid and ample 
Manner their great Importance demands; yet, ex- 
cluſive of the Eſteem and Veneration Far due to 
Probity and Honeſty, my Deference and Reſpect to 
the Public would have reſtrained me from preſuming 
to lay them before that diſcerning and aweful Tri- 
bunal, were they not founded on certain and undeni- 
able Proofs. 


During 
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During a Period of near twenty Years, I have Had 
ſuch Opportunities to be certain, that the Chymicał 
Febrifuge hath conſtantly produced the Effects I have 
deſcribed, that I ſhall venture to fix it as an Axiom, 
it will ever produce the ſame ;. and on that Prin- 
ciple I ſhall ſubmit it to the judicious Determination 
of the Reader, whether it is more eligible to riſque 
his Health and that of his F riends, on Means allow- 
ed by all to be precarious, (and, by many, to be 
dangerous;) or to inquire for thoſe, which, by re- 
peated Trials, have been found perſectly ſafe and 
efficacious. If he chooſes the latter, by purſuing 
his Inquiries he will very ſoon have the Satisfaction 
to know for a Certainty, that, by the Help of Chy- 
miſtry, aFebrifuge hath been diſcovered, which is as 
mild, pleaſant and friendly to Nature as Breaſt-milk. 
This will plainly appear, if the Reader will be pleaſed 
to examine the ſubſequent hiftorical Narrative of 
Cures, by which he will perceive how and by what 
Modes of Action the Chymical Febrifuge produces 
fuch immediate and happy Effects. 


However, as I am aware that when any Matters of 
this Sort are under Conſideration, the human Mind 
(either from its own active Monitor, or fromthe inſidi- 
ous Inſinuations of others) is apt to imbibe Suſpicions 
that the Facts are not fairly and truly ſtated, I muſt 
once more beg Leave to make my Appeal to the 
Candour of the Reader; and defire he will believe 
me, when I declare, that, in the following hiſtorical 

Narrative 
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Narrative of Cures, I have not made Uſe of any 
Amplifications, with a View to impreſs his Mind 
with a Belief, that the Chymical Febrifuge poſſeſſes 
more or greater Qualities than it really does: and 
likewiſe, that, in any future Diſquiſition, no Conſi- 
deration ſhall induce me to deviate from that ſtrict 
and genuine Truth, which ought always to actuate 


the Mind of thoſe, who offer Propoſitions, on which 
the Lives of Thouſands depend. 
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Au Perſon had a feveriſh Complaint for up- 

wards of two Years, which brought her very 
low; and in June 1759, ſhe was taken with a ſevere 
inflammatory Fever. I ſaw her in that Situation, 
when ſhe aſked me to give her ſome of the Febrifuge, 
which I accordingly did : and, by taking it at pro- 
per Intervals, ſhe got entirely quit of the Fever; and 


afterwards enjoyed a much better State of Health, 
than ſhe had done for many Years before. 


c A-* ® II. 


A Perſon near ' Soho-Square was taken in of an in- 
flammatory Fever, which reſiſted every Method 
made Uſe of for her Relief; on which a Perſon (who 


"P 


had been very kind to her in this unhappy Situation, 
and often experienced the happy Succeſs attending 
the Uſe of the Chymical Febrifuge) intreated me to 


ſend ſome for the Preſervation of the fick Perſon : 
F "In. but, 
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but, being informed ſhe was attended by a Gentle- 
man of the Profeſſion, I defired to be excuſed : how- 
ever, her benevolent Friend ſtrongly ſollicited for 
her, and ſaid that ſeveral young Children would be 
left deftitute if ſhe died. I at length was prevailed 
on to go and ſee her, and found her in a deplorable 
Situation; her Skin being dry and ruff, as when 
ſcorched by Fire, with a very irregular and tremulous 
Pulſe. She told me (with a faultering Voice) ſhe 
could not be thrown into a Perſpiration, though 
Means had been uſed to that Intent for ſeveral Days; 
and intreated me to let her have what her Bene- 
factreſs had ſo ſtrongly recommended for her Relief. 
I could not refiſt her Intreaties, her Life ſeemed in 
ſuch imminent Danger. I therefore gave her a ſmall 
Quantity, of which ſhe immediately took three 
Tea-ſpoonfuls in a Cup of Balm Tea,. and repeated 
it again in a very little Time; by which, as ſhe in- 
formed me afterwards, the Perſpiration came on : 
and, repeating the Febrifuge five or fix Times more 
(at proper Intervals) her Fever went off She then 
began to recover and take Nouriſhment; and, in 
a few Days, was perfectly well. 


S E III. 

A Gentlewoman much advanced in Years. was ill 
of a Fever, attended with great Pains in her Side 
and under her Breaſt; which nearly prevented her 
drawing Breath, I happened at that Time to call 

on 
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on a Lodger at her Houſe, when her Daughter told 
me, her Mother was dangeroully ill of a Fever. I 
went into her Room, and aſked if the would like to 
take the Chymical Febrifuge ; which ſhe willingly 
agreed to, and took about three Tea-ſpoonfuls in a 
Cup of Balm Tea : and, as I thought her in great 
Danger, I ſtaid with her about ten Minutes; when 
her Pains ſeemed ſomewhat to abate. The Febrifuge 
was then repeated ; and ſoon after ſhe began to per- 
ſpire, her Pain greatly diminithed, and the ſeemed 
much inclined to Reſt. I then defired ſhe might be 
kept quiet; and preſently after ſhe went to fleep * 
and ſlept compoſedly for ſeveral Hours: when, a- 
waking, ſhe found herſelf pretty eaſy, and much 
refreſhed. The Remedy being repeated, ſhe ſoon 
after reſted again, And, by continuing the Ule of 
H 2 the 


* It having frequently happened, that Perſons who were ex- 
tremely ill of Fevers, became compoſed and went to ſleep, ſoon 
after having taken the Febrifuge; hath cauſed ſome Perſons to in- 
ſinuate, that there is Opium in the Compoſition : I therefore think 
it neceſſary to inform the Reader, it doth not contain the leaſt Par- 
ticle of that or any other narcotic Drug. Nevertheleſs, a very 
natural Reaſon may be aſſigned for ſo happy an Effect being pro- 
duced thereby. For, when the Spirits of a ſick Perſon are either 
depreſſed or too much agitated by uneaſy Senſations or continual 
Pains, the Properties of this Remedy are ſuch as gently and 
quickly to relieve the Heart and other vital Parts, remove thoſe 
Pains and uneaſy Senſations ; and conſequently Eafe, Sleep and 
Health, will naturally ſucceed, 
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the Febrifuge (at proper Intervals) in three or four 
Days was perfectly reſtored to Health. 


C ASE IV. 


One Morning I happened to call to enquire for a 
Perſon, at a Houſe, where I faw a Child lying on 
its Mother's Lap extremely ill of a Fever. Her 
Pulſe and Heart beat in ſuch a Manner, as ſeemed 
to indicate immediate Death. I told the Mother if 
ſhe would ſend to my Houſe for ſome of the Febri- 
fuge, it might, perhaps, ſave the Child's Life, but - 
ſhe then declined it; however, towards Evening ſhe 
ſent for it. I gave a ſmall Quantity, and a Tea- 
ſpoon-ful was given immediately, and the ſame 
Quantity ten Minutes after ; which being done, and 
the child put to bed, it ſoon went into a fine Sleep, 
and according to the Mother's own voluntary Rela- 
tion, ſlept ſeveral Hours; and when ſhe awoke, the 
Heart-beating had ceaſed, the Fever greatly dimi- 
niſhed, and in two Days the child was quite well, 


C AS E V. 


In the Year 1759, A Perſon of a aich Ha- 
bit, who had long ſtudied and practiſed Pharmacy, 
being at my Houſe upon Buſineſs, was taken with 
an unuſual Sickneſs, followed by violent Pains in the 
Stomach, Head and Limbs ; which continuing ſome 
Hours, was then accompanied with great Shiverings, 
and 
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and dangerous Symptoms of an inflammatory Fever, 
which increaſing very rapidly, became ſo alarming, 
as to make him apprehenſive of fatal Conſequences 
ſeeing him in this Situation, I defired he would think 
of ſomething for his own Relief; he replied, I am 
ſo exceſſive ill, and my Fever ſo violent, that I am 
at a loſs what to do. I defired he would not be a- 
fraid or caſt down, that if he could not think of any 
Thing to cure himſelf, and would chooſe to take the 
chymical Febrifuge he had ſo often ſneer'd at, I 
doubted not but he would ſoon be well ; he then 
willingly accepted the Offer. I gave him two 
Tea-ſpoon-fuls in a Cup of Water; he continued 
exceeding hot and florid, and in half an hour I re- 
peated the Remedy, and ſoon after that, a third 
Time ; when the Pain in his Head and Stomach be- 
gan to abate, and continued ſo to do for about an 
Hour, when the Febrifuge was again repeated. He 
then went to fleep for ſome Time, when awaking, 
found himſelf much refreſhed and eaſier; and by 
continuing the Febrifuge at longer Intervals, was the 
next Day ſo well recovered, as to be able to go a- 
bout his Buſineſs; and being aſked what he now 
thought concerning the Virtues of the chymical Fe- 
brifuge, he gave for Anſwer, I know 1 was extreme- 
ly ill, my Fever violent and dangerous, and that I 
was ſurprizingly cured, though I expected not to re- 
cover, | 
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This Gentleman was not only a Proficient in 
Pharmacy, but alſo a great Defender of its Rights, 
which he very zealouſly maintained; and yet, 
when he found himſelf attacked by a Fever, though 
he was a compleat Judge of the Pharmacopeia, it 
would not afford any Thing he could rely upon, 
but was obliged to be cured by what he had often 


ranged in the claſs of quack Medicines; a Term 


which thoſe Gentlemen prefix to all Medicines that 
are not to be found in their Alcoran. However, 
he afterwards proved himſelf a true Penitent for this 
his Apoſtacy, and manifeſted in the moſt forcible 
Manner, his great Prepoſſeſſion in Favor of eſta- 
bliſhed Cuſtoms ; for though he had once found him- 
ſelf (as he then acknowledged) almoſt miraculouſly 
cured of a violent and dangerous Fever, and had 
himſelf by the ſame Means preſerved the Life of an- 
other, yet he ſoon embraced his former Sentiments : 
For being ſome Years after taken in nearly the ſame 
Manner as before-mentioned, he would not now re- 
cede from his Opinion, but ſuffered the Fever to en- 
creaſe and put a Period to his Life, rather than ap- 
ply for the Febrifuge which he before owned had 
preſerved it. 


— S EL VI. 


Some Time after, a Servant to a Merchant in 
the City was taken ill; and, a Fever coming on, 


he was attended by his Maſter's Apothecary ; but 


growing 


CI 


growing worſe for a conſiderable Time, it was ap- 
prehended he would not recover; the Perſon menti- 
oned (in the proceeding Caſe) being acquainted in 
the Family, procured a ſmall Phial of the Chymical 
Febrifuge, which, having been given to the ſick Per- 
ſon, he was in a few Days reſtored to perfect Health. 


C 4A SK 


A Perſon in the prime of his Life, of a florid 
Complexion, and replete Habit, was ill of a Cold, at- 
tended with a Fever, which continued to increaſe 
for ſeveral Days; I went to enquire how he did one 
Evening; and found him ſo ill, that, when J enter- 
ed the Room, I was greatly ſurprized, by hearing 
him ſay with a faultering Voice, Lord have Mer- 
cy upon me, I cannot live.” I aſked where lay his 
chief Complaint ; he an{wered, as well as he could, 
* I am fo oppreſſed at my Heart, I cannot draw my 
Breath, it 1s impoſſible for me to live, except I have 
immediate Relief;”” and aſked me if I could not give 
him ſomething to eaſe him : I told him, as a Gentle- 
man of the Profeſſion had him under his Care, he 
muſt excuſe me giving him any Thing; he replied, 
it is very hard I muſt be loft through your ſtanding 
upon ſuch Punctilios; If you can give any Thing to 
eaſe me, I beg you will.” Moved by his Entreaties 
and the Pain and Danger he was in, I mixed two or 
three Tea-ſpoon-fuls of the Febrifuge in a Cup of 
Water, which he immediately drank ; I ſtaid by 
him 
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him about ten Minutes, and then gave him the ſame 
Quantity ; ; ſoon after his Pains began to abate, and 
in about a quarter of an Hour more, were fo much 
diminiſhed he could lie down, which he was not able 
to do before. He then went into a compoſed Sleep 
for ſeveral Hours, and when he awoke, had the ſame 
Quantity of the Remedy repeated; then ſlept again, 
and was the next Day ſo much recovered, as to be 
able to get up and go down Stairs, and i in a few Days 


after was sur well. 


CASES VIL IX and X. 


A Gentlewoman had a long and tedious Fever, 
for the Cure of which many Remedies had been 
made Uſe of without Succeſs; when an Acquaint- 
ance adviſed her to make uſe of the chymical Fe- 
brifuge ; which having done, ſhe was in a ſhort Time 
reſtored to Health; this eaſy and unexpected Cure, 
gave her ſo high an Opinion of its ſalubrious Virtues, 
that ſhe always kept it by her, to make uſe of in 
her Family. It happened ſometime after, that her 
Huſband being returning from a Journey, was taken 
ill of a Fever, and with great Difficulty arrived at 
his Houſe in Town ; his Wife being greatly alarmed, 
carneſtly ſollicited him to take the Febrifuge, which 
he at firſt refuſed, but was with much Perſuaſion at 
length prevailed upon. What Quantity was given, 
and how often repeated I cannot ſay; but it had its 
uſual Effect, ſo that in a few Days, he was thereby 
reſtored to perfect Health, After 
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After ſome Time, a Servant Maid of the above 
Gentleman's was taken ſuddenly ill of a violent Fe- 
ver, of which her Miſtreſs being informed, ordered 
her immediately to be put to Bed and the Febrifuge 
adminiſtered ; which being done, ſhe was ſo ſpeedi- 
ly. recovered, as the next Day to be able to go about 
her Buſineſs. . Theſe extraordinary Cures gave the 
Gentleman (who with ſuch Reluctancy was prevailed 
upon to take the Febrifuge) ſo high an Opinion 
thereof, that he ever afterwards would have 1t in his 
Poſſeſſion as long as it could be procured ; which at- 
forded him Opportunities of relieving many Perſons, 
both in his own Family and thoſe of his Friends. 


EA XI. 


The Son of a Shopkeeper was taken with a Fever, 
which continuing for ſome Time became very high, 
and ſeemed to indicate imminent Danger. The 
Mother was perſuaded to apply for ſome of the chy- 
mical Febrifuge, which having obtained and- given 
to him, three Times within the Space of an Hour, he 
ſoon became.caſy and compoſed; and by repeating 
the Remedy at proper Intervals, he was reſtored to 


perfect Health, 


The Mother, pleaſed and agreeably ſurprized to 
have met with a Remedy, by which a violent 
Fever was ſo eaſily removed and Health reftored, 


defired to have ſome of the Febrifuge to keep by her; 
— 5 [ which 


HS 2 


which ſhe always applied to when any of her Fami- 
ly had Symptoms of a Fever, and always found it 
anſwer and often exceed her Expectations. It hap- 
pened ſome Years after her firſt making Uſe of it, 
that a dangerous epidemic Fever greatly prevailed 
in London; inſomuch, that in ſome Houſes, whole 
Families caught it, and many died; and as ſeveral 
of her Family had Symptoms of it, ſhe immediately 
gave the Febrifuge ; which had ſuch happy Effects, 
that neither herſelf, nor-any one in her Houſe who 
could be prevailed on to take it, were either confined 
to their Rooms or kept their Beds; but a young, 
Man in the Family of a florid and plethoric Habit, 
being ſeized with the Fever, and refuſing to take 
the Febrifuge, it increaſed, and ſoon became violent. 
and dangerous. He: then took Dv. James's Powders 
ſeveral Times, but without the defired Effect; for 
the Diſeaſe continued, and there remained very 
little Hopes of his Recovery. The Perſon who firſt 
adyiſed his taking the chymical Febrifuge, ſeeing 
him in that dangerous Situation, defired he would 
then take it, and not throw away his Life ; which he 
at laſt agreed to, Three Tea-ſpoontuls were giver 
to him, with Orders to repeat it in ten Minutes; but 
the firſt Doſe had ſuch a quick and ſurpriſing Effect, 
that he immediately became eaſy and wanted to reſt; 
the Remedy being given him a ſecond Time, he 
fell into a fine Sleep: and hath often fince declared, 
that the Change from great Pain and Depreſſion, to 
Eaſe * n was ſo ſudden and unexpected, 
| that 
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that he never Called a Night ith ſo much Satiche- | 
tion in his Life: And continuing the Uſe of the 
Febrifuge at Intervals for three or four Days, he 
was perfectly reſtored to Health. 


What J have mentioned in the foregoing Caſe re- 
ſpecting Dr. -James' s Powders, is not done with a 
View to depreciate their Virtues, but as facts ſpon- 
taneouſly related by the fick Perſon, and thoſe who 
were Eye Witneſſes of the whole Affair. As thoſe 
Powders are almoſt the only Medicine publickly 
known, which are relied on for the Cure of Fevers. 
And yet many thouſands of all Ranks and Conditi- 
ons, are annually deſtroyed by theſe deſtructive 
Diſeaſes, or thrown into Conſumptions and other 
lingering Complaints thereby: it muſt naturally fol- 
low, that the Diſcovery of a Febrifuge, more ſafe, 
certain and effectual, and better adapted to all Con- 
ſtitutions and Denominations of Fevers, is earneſtly 
to be wiſhed for. And though a due Attention to 
real Facts, fairly and truly related in the Account 
of the foregoing and following Cures, may ſuffi- 
ciently convince every candid and unprejudiced 
Reader, that ſuch. a Remedy is in Reality diſco- 
vered ; nevertheleſs, i in a Matter of ſo great Concero, 
it is preſumed ſome Remarks will not be diſagree- 
able, in order to ſet the Powders and the chymical 
Febrifuge in a proper Point of View ; by which the 
Reader may have an Opportunity of judging, which 
of the two is the ſafeſt, and in all Caſes moſt to be 

3 depended 
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depended upon. It would be invidious to ſay the 
Powders have not much Merit, and that many great 
Cures have not been done thereby : But it is like- 
wiſe a well known Truth, that there are many Cir- 
cumſtances attending Fevers, in which they cannot 
be taken without the utmoſt Danger of producing fa- 
tal Conſequences ; and a variety of Conſtitutions to 
which they cannot be given with any Degree of 
Safety; and conſequently Perſons under ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances can receive no Benefit from them, when 
attacked by Fevers. Whereas the chymical Febri- 
fuge is ſo particularly mild and friendly to Nature, 
that it may with ſafety be given to Perſons of the 
moſt delicate Conſtitutions ; as it has no violent Oper- 
ations, but removes the Diſeaſe by gently flowing to 
the Relief of the vital Parts, thereby mitigating 
Pain, reviving depreſſed Nature, and reſtoring it to 
Health. Theſe are no hyperbolical Aſſertions; but 
if Facts and Proofs related with all poſſible Candle, | 
are to be depended upon, a true and genuine State 
of the Caſe ſubmit ed to the Confideration of the 
Public. 


A SR XI, XI, and XIV. 


A Gentlewoman of a weak and delicate Con- 
ſtitution, was ſo very ſubject to inflammatory Fevers, 
that generally from any Cold, or over Fatigue, a 
violent one was brought on, and that ſo frequent- 
ly, as ſeveral Times in the Year to confine her 
to 


1 


to her Bed and Room for many Weeks. 
happened to be with her, when it was apprehended 
a Fever was coming on, as ſhe felt the Symptoms 


I once 


which generally preceeded. Having, accidental- 
ly, ſome of the Febrifuge with me, I perſwaded 
her to take two Tea-ſpoonfuls in a Cup of Tea, 
and to repeat it at Bed-time. My Advice was 
complied with, the bad Symptoms vaniſhed, and the 


next Day the Lady found herſelf as well as uſual. — 


This having paſſed over in ſo eaſy a Manner, no 
further Notice was taken on either Side. In the 
_ Courſe of ſome Months, the ſame Symptoms ap- 

peared again, 
who uſed to attend her, was ſent for; 
no Means prevent a dangerous Fever coming on; 


by which ſhe was confined to her Bed for a. con- 
however, in the Courſe of a Month 


fiderable Time: 
or {ix Weeks, ſhe got as well as uſual. Some Time 
after, ſhe had a like Return, and narrowly eſcaped 
with Life; remaining in a very weakly State for 
ſeveral Months. It happened, that a Neice of the 
ſame Perſon took cold and was ſeized with a dan- 
gerous ſore Throat, 
Ferer : 
Chymical Febrituge ; 
made to me, to go and fee her. 
Fever very high, and the Throat ulcerated. Two 
or three Tea-{poonfuls of the Kebrifuge were imme- 
diately given, and her Throat gargled therewith ; 


which was repeated ſeveral Times that Day, and in 
the 


and a Gentleman of the Profeſſion, 


but could by 


attended with a very high 
her Mother _ adviſed her to take the 
on which Application was 


I found the 
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the Night: the next Day the Fever was pretty well 
abated, and the Throat much better. This Method 
being continued, the young Lady got well in about 
four Days, without further Trouble ; which a- 
greeably ſurpriſed her Mother. "ER Days 
after I called, when ſhe defired me to ga up to 
her Siſter, (the Lady above- mentioned) who 
was then very ill. I went up, and found the F ever 
very high; was told it began in the ſame Manner it 
uſed to do: and, they defiring to have ſome of the 
Febrifuge, I left' them about two Ounces, with 
Directions to give it as uſual : which (by the Blefſ- 
ing of God) had its accuſtomed Succeſs ; inſomuch, 
that inſtead of keeping her Bed for a Month or fix 
Weeks, as uſual, the Fever was preſently ſubdued ; 
and, in fix or eight Days, ſhe was perfectly re- 
covered. 


Being thus eafily and happily freed from ſo dan- 
gerous a Companion, the Febrifuge was kept by 
her, to be in Readineſs if it ſhould return ; which it 
did ſome Months after, on her having caught cold. 
The Remedy was then given and repeated, with its 
uſual Succeſs; ſo that, in a few Days, ſhe was reſ- 
tored to Health. Her Siſter (obſerving that ſuch con- 
ſtant and ſpeedy Relief was obtained by the Uſe of 
the Febrifuge) deſired ſhe would take it, at proper 
Intervals, for ſome Time; in Order, if poſſible, to 
ſtrengthen her Conſtitution : which ſucceeded fo 
well, that, for ſeveral Years laſt paſt, ſhe has had 

no 


it 5 


no Return of her Fever; and can take 2 great deal 
more Exerciſe, than ſhe had been able to do for 
many Years before. 


E A 8 E XV. 

A Perſon, in the Service of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, was feized with a Fever on Board one of their 
Ships; on being brought Home he grew much worſe. 
[ happened to call at his Houſe on ſome Buſineſs, and 
his Siſter told me, her Brother was very ill; and 
defired I would go up Stairs and ſee him. She per- 
ſwaded him totake the Chymical Febrifuge ; ; but he 
declined it, having had the Promiſe of an infallible 
Remedy. I took my Leave, and wiſhed him Succeſs. 
But the Medicine had not the deſired Effect; for tho” 
the Diſeaſe was thereby put off for ſome Days, it then 
returned again with more Violence; when the ſame 
and many other Medicines were tried in vain, for 
the Diſeaſe became more and more dangerous and 


obſtinate. I called when I went that Way, and was 
told the Fever ſometimes remitted, ſometimes inter- 


mitted, and at other Times was continual. He was 
attended by an eminent Phyſician : but every Means 
and Medicine proved ineffectual. Upon this it was 
thought adviſeable to adminiſter Dr. James's Powders, 
which were alſo given without Succeſs: for, the Diſ- 
eaſe grew ſo bad, as frequently to deprive him of 
his Reaſon, for twelve or fifteen Hours at a Time. 
Being thus, by the Lange and Violence of this ob- 
ſtinate 
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ſtinate Malady, emaciated, and almoſt without any 


Hopes of Recovery; it was thought proper to apply 


to me for the Febrifuge. I found him in ſuch a weak 


and deplorable Situation, as to be doubtful of 


any Remedy ſucceeding: but, being intreated 
by his Friends, I agreed to let him have mine; to 
which the Almighty was pleaſed to grant ſuch par- 
ticular Efficacy, that when I called to ſee him the 
next Day, at the Time he uſed to be raving in his 
Bed, I found him (to my great Surprize) fitting 
compoſed and eaſy in his Chair. And the Febrifuge 
being continued at proper Intervals, he began to re- 
cover very faſt; and, taking proper Nouriſhment, 
in about three Weeks regained his former State of 


Health. 


It is preſumed it will not in this Place be thought 
improper, to offer ſome Remarks, in Order to 
thew, with how much more Eaſe and Safety Fe- 
vers are cured by the Chymical Febrifuge, than 
by any Means or Remedies puplickly known.— 
Whoever has been fo unhappy as to go through the 
different Stages of a violent and continued Fever, 
preſerving his Senſes, ſo far as to remember all the 
diſſagreeable and painful Circumſtances attending 


thereon, would be apt to ſhudder at a bare Recital 


thereof; whereas when this mild and powerful Fe- 
brifuge is given in the beginning of Fevers, they 
are generally cured directly, without any further 


Trouble or Lofs of Time, than lying a little while 
in 


6 


in Bed, and drinking a few Spoonfuls of a pleaſant 
balſamic Remedy; which expels the febrile Matter, 
protects and comforts the Heart, recruits the Strength, 

and reſtores Health. 


This "LIM cannot, it 1s „ be thought 
contrary to Reaſon or Truth, by Perſons, who, with 
Minds free from Prejudice, Prepoſſeſſion, or private 
Intereſt, attentively read and obſerve, what is truly 
and candidly related in the before- mentioned Caſes, 
as well as all the unfavourable Circumſtances attend- 
ing the Fever laſtmentioned; which, after having gone 
through ſuch a Variety of Stages, reſiſted every 
Means and Medicine that could be thought of for 
ſeveral Months ; and by its Violence and long Con- 
tinuance, reduced the fick Perſon to the laſt Extremi- 
ty ; who, after all this, was reſtored to Health, by 
taking the Febrifuge for little more than a Week. 
May it not be concluded from thoſe Conſiderations, 
that had he taken it two or three Times when he was 
firſt ſeized, it would have prevented his undergo- 
ing ſo much Pain and Danger, or giving ſo much 
Trouble, Sorrow and Anxiety to his Friends! And 
that were it in publick Ute, many affecting and ſor- 
rowful Scenes would be prevented, and many uſeful 
Members of the Community preſerved ! 


e A 5 E NN 


A young Iafant was taken ill with an inflammato- 
K ry 


= 


ry Fever, which having continued for ſome Time, 
an Acquaintance of the Father and Mother adviſed 
them to give it. the Chymical Febrifuge ; which 
having obtained, they gave it to the Child immedi- 
_ ately, and repeated it again ſoon after. The Infant 
was exceedingly hot the fore Part of the Night, when 
the Remedy was again repeated; and towards Morn- 
ing the Fever ſubſided, when the Child reſted well. 
The next Morning the Febrifuge was repeated, and 
the Child was reſtored to perfect Health. The Fa- 
ther and Mother, pleaſed at having found ſuch an 
eaſy and ſafe Remedy, carefully kept what remained; 
and in a few Days after, another of their Children 
was taken in the ſame Manner as the former. Per- 
ceiving the Fever coming on very faſt, the Febri- 
fuge was given with the uſual Succeſs; which in- 
duced the Father and Mother (who had a numerous 
Family of Children) to apply ſor the Febrifuge to 

keep by them, and had many Opportunities of ex- 
periencing its good and powerful Effects for many 
Years. 


ISS E XVI. 


A Perſon in the Country, having Mowers at work, 

went into the Field, and out of a Frolick took a 
Scythe from one of them, and mowed againſt the 
Reſt 
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Reſt for a conſiderable Time. Being fat and luſty, 

and the Weather exceedingly hot, he was very much 
heated, and in that Condition went to his Houſe and 
indiſcreetly drank a large Draught of cold ſmall Beer. 
He ſoon after found himſelf very ill, but concealed 

it from his Family; and in Hopes he ſhould ſoon be 
better, took his Horſe and rode about a Mile from 
Home; when he found himfelf ſo ill, and his Head 
ſo very bad he could not fit on his Horſe: he alighted, 
and with much Difficulty was got home, where he 
was taken with great Shiverings, and Pains in his 
Stomach, Head and other Parts. A Perſon happened 
to be there, who ſeldom travelled without the Febri- 
fuge in her Pocket ; who ſeeing the Family in great 
Conſternation, enquired what was the Reaſon, and 
being informed by the fick Perſon's Wite, defired 
her not to be ſo greatly alarmed or terrified ; for, 
ſays ſhe, I have ſomething with me, which, with 
the Bleſſing of God, will ſoon reſtore your Huſband 
to Health.” The fick Perſon being put to Bed, and 
a proper Quantity of the Febrifuge given and re- 
peated ſoon after, the Pain in his Head, Stomach 
and Limbs, began gradually to diminiſh, neverthe- 
leſs he was reſtleſs the beginning of the Night; but 
the Remedy being repeated at proper Intervals, he 
afterwards fell into an eaſy Sleep, and ſlept for ſeveral 
Hours; and in the Morning found himſelf fo much 
better, as to be able to get up: but the Attack of 
the Fever had been ſo violent, as to render him very 

weak, therefore the Febrifuge was given to him two 

| "MY Or 
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or three Times that Day, and the next Morning he 
found himſelf perfectly recovered. 


3 


As E Xun. 


A Child about 14 Months old, having a long and 
obſtinate Fever, a Perſon who had often ſeen and heard 
of many Perſons having been cured of Fevers by the 
Chymical Febrifuge, adviſed the Mother to apply to 
me, who deſired I would go and ſee the Child. I 
found it lying on the Nurſe's Lap in a high Fever, 
with Symptoms of being convulſed in it's Bowels, 
and very little Hopes of its Recovery: nevertheleſs, 
the Mother deſired to have the Febrifuge, which 
was immediately given, and ſoon after repeated; but 
in this Caſe it happened differently from what I had 
heard of or ſeen in any others; fox in all the fore- 
going, and many others not mentioned, by a few 
Repetitions of the Febrifuge, the Diſorders were ſoon 
overcome, and Health reftored in a few Days; but 
in this Inftance, the Diſeaſe had taken ſuch deep 
Root, that, though the Patient was an Infant, more 
of the Febrifuge was made uſe of, than in any three 
of the preceeding Caſes; for, inſtead of immediate 
Relief being obtained, it was four Days before it 
could be determined that the Child would recover, 

and near three Weeks before it was perfectly well. 


CASE 


(& ) 


C:4.8 8 
An eminent Tradeſman was taken ill with great 


Pains in his Head and Limbs, accompanied ſome 


Times with Shiverings, at other Times with burning 
Heat, which continued alternately for ſeveral Hours. 
About nine in the Evening he found himſelf in a 
high Fever, his Pulſe exceedingly high, and his 
Head affected with Symptoms which ſeemed to in- 


dicate a Delirium. He took three Tea-ſpoonfuls of 


the Febrifuge, and was to have the ſame Quantity 
given in half an Hour; but the Perſon who attend- 


ed him neglected to give it, nevertheleſs he fell 


aſleep, and ſlept compoſedly for upwards of two Hours; 
and when he awaked, was much better, was very 
eaſy and compoſed the Remainder of the Night; 
and the next Morning got up and went into his 


Shop: I called between nine and ten, and was ſur- 


prized to find him up, but more ſo to hear he had 
been out of his Room, and omitted repeating the 
Remedy ; for though his Fever was much abated, it 
was far from being cured. He was adviſed to 

to Bed again, but excuſed himſelf on Account of 
urgent Buſineſs; however, by taking the Remedy 
three or four Times in the Courſe of the Day, he 
continued pretty well till about Eight in the Evening; 
when, by being fatigued and expoſed to the open Air, 
his Fever was brought on again: he then went to Bed, 
and took a proper Quantity of the Remedy, and ſoon 
after fell into a fine Sleep; flept till two, when 
awaking, 
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awaking, the Febrifuge was repeated, which cauſed 


him to paſs the Remainder of the Night pretty eaſy; 


about nine in the Morning he was ſo much reliev- 
ed as to be able to get up, and repeating the Febri- 


fuge that Day at proper Intervals, was the next 
Morning ſo perfectly recovered, that he ſaid, I 


am now as well as ever I was in my Life. 


CASE XX 
The Wife of a Citizen was very ill of a Fever af- 


ter a Lying-in, which reſiſted all the Means made Uſe 


of for her Relief. Her Huſband having heard of fin- 
gular Cures having been performed by the Chymical 


Fiebrifuge, applied to me to have ſome for her Relief. 


I gave him a ſmall Phial, ſome of which was given as 
foon as he got Home, and repeated at proper Inter- 
vals; which had ſo happy and ſpeedy an Effect, that 
in three or four Days, ſhe was reſtored to perfect 
Health. 


This ſpeedy and unexpected Cure, gave the Gen- 
tleman ſo high an Opinion of the Febrifuge, that 
he deſired to have ſome to keep by him for the Uſe 
of himſelf and Family; who for ſeveral Years fre- 
quently experienced its happy Effects, and when- 
ever he went a Journey took it along with him: and 
happening to be at Portſmouth, he met with a Lon- 
don Trader of his Acquaintance who was ſeized with 
an inflammatory Fever, for which the former was 


greatly 


( &@ } 


greatly concerned, knowing him to have a Wife and 
a large Family of Children; and thinking him in 
great Danger, gave him the Febrifuge. How often 
it was repeated I do not know, but it had its uſual 
Succeſs, inſomuch that the next Day he found him- 
felf ſo well, as to be able to go about his Buſineſs. 


C 4 3 &E : 2 

A young Perſon of about ten or twelve Years of 
Age was taken ill of a Cold, followed by a high 
Fever, and accompanied with great Pain in the Head 
and Limbs. Her Mother, who had for ſeveral 
Years experienced the falutary Effects of the Febri- 
fuge, gave her a ſmall Quantity; and by repeating. 
it at proper Intervals, the Fever was intirely remov- 
ed; but on the third Day the Meaſles began to ap- 
pear, and continued coming out without being at- 
tended with any Fever, though the Eruption. was ſo 
great as nearly to reſemble the Small Pox ; the Re- 
medy was continued for a _— or two, and the young 


ns & got wel J. 


N. B. Several other In/tances have happened, where 

the Efficacy of this mild and powerful Remedy 

hath been happily experienced both in the Small Poe 

and Meaſles, but as a Relation thereof would tos 

greatly enlarge this Account of Cures, they uw 
therefore be omitted, 
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A Schoolmaſter' s Daughter about nine Years of 
Age, was taken ill of a Cold and ſore Throat, which 
continued to grow worle till the next Day. A dan- 


gerous Fever then came on. Her Father and Mother 


having heard of the great Efficacy of the Chymical 
Febrifuge, applied to me for ſome, and alſo entreat- 
ed me to go and ſee the Child. I went and found 
her exceſſively ill, her Throat very bad, and the Fe- 
ver ſo violent that her Skin had more the Appearance 
of a glowing Fire, than its natural Colour; and was 
very full of livid Spots. I perſuaded them to fend for 
a Phyſician, as I apprehended the Throat would be 
very much ulcerated; which in Effect proved ſo.— 
But the Father (with Tears in his Eyes) ſaid he had 
heard ſo great a Character of the Febrifuge, that he 
would rather truſt to that, and defired I would let him 
have it; for otherwiſe he feared he ſhould loſe his 


Child. Overcome by his Intreaties, I gave a proper 
Quantity ; directing it to be frequently repeated. I 
went to ſee her ſome Hours afterwards, and found 
her Fever rather abated; but her Throat ſo bad, as 
almoſt to prevent her ſwallowing. The Remedy was 
repeated ſeveral Times in the Night, and the next 


| Morning the Fever was much diminiſhed ; but her 
Throat ftill continued very bad. Many Perſuaſions 


were made Uſe of in Order to incite her to gargle it, 


but ſhe could not be prevailed on to do it; nor would 


ſhe take ha; Thyag beſides the _— which ſhe 
ſtrove 
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ftrove to ſwallow greedily, as if by Inſtinct. The 


third Day the Fever was much abated, but the 
Throat no better; on which ſome Drops of the Re- 


medy was applied to it, and ſoon after the Ulcer 


broke, diſcharging a great Quantity of corrupt 
Matter. 'The Febrifuge was continued the next 
Day, in Order to prevent a Return of the Fever, 
and to cleanſe and heal the Throat. The young 
Perſon then began to take Nouriſhment, and, in a 
few Days, was perfectly recovered. 


| Having related the before - mentioned Cures, 


which (as well as many others) were performed by 
the Chymical Febrifuge, with a continued Series of 
Succeſs, I ſhould think myſelf wanting in that inge- 
nuous Sincerity, which ought to be obſerved in Mat- 


ters of ſuch Moment, if I omitted mentioning where 


it failed. And having, in the Courſe of twenty 
Years, met with one Inftance of that Sort, I ſhall 


inſert it with all the Exactneſs in my power.] 


E XXII. 


A Perſon of a florid Complexion was ſeized with 
an inflammatory Fever, when ſeveral Medicines 


were given to remove it, but it continued to grow: 


worſe for ſeveral Days; whereupon he Was adviſed 
by an Acquaintance to take the chymical Febrifuge; 


which being procured was given, and ſeveral Times 


repeated : but the Fever continuing, the next Day 1 
L | Was 
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was requeſted to go and ſee him. His Pulſe was full 
and ſtrong, but very regular; and I ſuppoſed the 
Diſeaſe would ſoon be removed, as it ſeemed to be 
of a much milder Sort than many of thoſe which had 
been ſubdued by the Febrifuge, with the greateſt 
Eaſe. However, in this Inſtance (for the firſt Time) 
I found myſelf miſtaken : for, after it had been ap- 
plied ſeveral Days, the Diſeaſe continued nearly the 
ſame; when ſome of his Relations came to ſee him, 
who adviſed to ſend for a Phyſician; which being 
done, the Patient was ordered to be removed into 
the Country ; where, after the Gentleman had at- 
tended him ſome Time, he recovered, 


C A S8 E XXIV. 


A Gentlewoman, about forty, of a very corpulent 


Habit, was ſeized with ſo violent a Fever, that in 


ten or twelve Hours it brought on a Delirium, ſo as 
to prevent her knowing her own Siſter; who, find- 
ing her in ſuch a dangerous Situation, and having 
often experienced the good Effects of the Febrifuge 
in her own Family, haſtened to me, defiring to have 
{ome for her Siſter ; whom ſhe repreſented to be in the 
above dangerous Situation. I ſaid, as her Siſter was 
attended by Phyſicians, I muſt beg to be excuſed ; as 
it might counteract what the Gentlemen had ordered. 
But ſhe faid, though her Siſter had been viſited by 
Phyſicians, they found her in ſuch a Situation as not 
to think it proper to order her any Medicines; and 

that, 
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that, if I would let her have the Febrifuge, ſhe 
would attend and give it herſelf; and when the Gen- 
tlemen ſhould think proper to order any Thing, ſhe 
would then leave off giving that: and ſaid it was very 
hard her Siſter's Life ſhould be loſt, when Relief 
might be had. Theſe Sollicitations, accompanied 
with Tears, induced me to let her have the Febri- 


fuge, with which ſhe haſted away, gave a proper 


Quantity, and repeated it ſeveral Times; how often 

T cannot ſay, but, as near as I can learn from Infor- 
mation, about the Quantity of an Ounce was given; 
when the Fever abated, the Delirium ceaſed, and 
the Patient recovered her Reaſon. 


EA S © XXV. 


A Perſon of a weakly Conſtitution (whoſe Family 
had often experienced the good Effects of the Febri- 
fuge) was, by catching cold and over Fatigue, thrown 
into a violent Fever, which ſeemed to portend imme- 
diate Danger. One of her Friends made Application to 
me, and earneſtly deſired to have ſome of the Medicine. 
Now this happening after I had declined to make it, 
I defired to be excuſed : but by his Importunity, and 
repreſenting the unhappy Situation her Children were 
likely to be reduced to, I at length confented to go 
and ſee her. I found her in ſuch a Situation, as 
gave but ſmall Hopes of her Recovery: nevertheleſs 


the Febrifuge was given, repeated in ten Minutes, 


and again at the End of fifteen ; with Directions 
L 2 | 
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be repeated afterwards at longer Intervals, as Occa- 
ſion ſhould require. Which, by the Blefling of God, 
had its uſual happy Succeſs: ſo that, in a few Days, 
ſhe was able to look after her Buſineſs, being per- 
fectly recovered. 


OBSERPYATION. 


In a long Courſe of Years ſince the firſt Diſcovery of 
the Febrifuge, I have had many Occaſions to experience 
its beneficial Effets in my own Family, none whereof 
has been mentioned ; but as ſome of them were attended 
with particular Circumſtances, T ſhall inſert two of 
them, and the Reader may be aſſured they are candidly 
and truly flated. - 


u. 
In the Year 1766, a Daughter of mine about 14 


| Years of Age, being with an Acquaintance in the 


City one Tueſday Morning, found herſelf indiſpoſed, 


and continued ſo till Thurſday, when ſhe was taken 


with a ſevere Fit of Coughing, which with very little 
Intermiſſion, continued for near half an Hour: but 
being of an active Diſpoſition, when it was over, 
(though far from well) ſhe took no further No- 
tice of it at that Time; and the next Morning got 


up as uſual, when the Meaſles were coming out very 


thick upon her Face; which not being aware of, ſhe 
waſhed her Face with cold Water, and then went 


down Stairs; when a Perſon perceiving her Face full 


of 
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of Spots, and not knowing what they were, indiſ- 
creetly adviſed her to wath it well with Vinegar “, 
which it was faid would take them away; and indeed 
in that it ſucceeded too well, for -it repelled the 
Meaſles and they diſappeared, which prevented the 


neceflary Care being taken; and ſhe continued to go 


about as uſual till Saturday Night, when a violent 
Fever came on; aud advanced with ſuch amazing 
Rapidity, as in a very ſhort Time to bring on a Deliri- 
um. Her Head and Face were ſwelled to nearly twice 
their natural Size. In this Dilemma another Acquaint- 
ance (who fortunately lived very near, and always 
kept the Febrifuge for Emergencies in her own Fa- 
mily) was ſent for, and three Tea-ſpoonfuls thereof 
given immediately, and repeated pretty plentifully 
at proper Intervals; in a few Hours her Reaſon re- 
turned, by Degrees both the Fever and Swelling 
went off; and in fix or ſeven Days ſhe recovered 
her Health and Strength. | 


CT A $3 XXVII. 


It happened ſeveral Years afterwards my faid 
Daughter caught Cold, and walking out in the Even- 
ing when a great Dew was upon the Ground increaf- 


ed 


* I choſe to mention this Cafe and Clrcumitance,. as It may be 
a Caution to others not to be guilty of the like Inadvertency, wha 
may not be fo happy as to have ſuch ſpeedy Helps at Hand, 
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ed it: ſhe grew more and more indiſpofed, and a- 
bout the third or fourth Day an inflammatory Fever 
came on, uncommonly ſevere; attended with ſuch 
exquiſite Pains in the Head, that it was with great 
Ditticulty ſhe could be got up Stairs. I happened 
to be out at the Time, but came home ſoon after, 
and being informed of her Situation, went up to her 
Room and found the Symptoms of a Delirium; ſhe had 
juſt taken three Tea-ſpoonfuls of the Febrifuge, I 

then repeated it, and again in half an Hour; the 
Pain in her Head continued exceſſive till about nine 
in the Evening, when that and the Fever began to 
abate; the Febrifuge was then repeated, a plentiful | 
Perſpiration came on about eleven, and ſhe fell into 
a fine compoſed Sleep; flept till Day-light the next 
Morning, when the Fever and Pain in the Head 
were nearly gone, and in three or four Days ſhe 


was quite recovered. 


In this Inftance I had an Opportunity mi- 
nutely to obſerve, not only the powerful Effects of 
the Chymical Febrifuge, but alſo to perceive how 
very ſoon theſe Diſeaſes make Impreſſions upon the 
moſt healthy and ſtrong Conſtitutions; for though 
the Fever and Pain in the Head were gone, the next 
Day ſhe found herſelf extremely weak; it need not 
therefore be wondered, that ſo many, young, healthy 


and robuſt People, ſhould be emaciated and carried 


off by thoſe Diſeaſes, when ſuffered to make their 


Ravages for a, great number of Days, which they 
frequently 


e eee 
„ of — * * 9 8 * 
$ * * Some! 


tera 


{ 7) 


frequently do: for though this Fever from its firſt 
Appearance to its total Extinction, was but of 24 
Hours Duration, it had ſo far weakened a Perſon in 
the Prime of Life, as ſcarce to leave her ſufficient 
Strength to walk down Stairs; however, ' in about 
three Days, ſhe was able to take the ſame Exerciſe 
as before. I had very ſoon after Opportunities of 
experiencing the ſame happy Effects of this Re- 
medy in other Inſtances nearly ſimilar ; but ſhall 
omit inſerting them, ſuppoſing thoſe I have thus 
fairly and candidly ſtated, ſufficient Evidence to 
eſtabliſh the Truth of my Propofition, concerning 
the Superiority * of the Chymical Febrifuge above 
all the Medicines publickly known for the Cure 
of Fevers, and alſo to prove that Providence has 
given to this Nation a long-wiſhed for Diſcovery, 
by which theſe fatal Diſeaſes are generally cured 
in the Beginning; without waiting for a doubtful 
Crifis, or having Recourſe to Bliſters, and other 
troubleſome Expedients. 


It 


* It is not uncommon for Perſons after they are thought to be 
recovered from Fevers, to have ſome of the febrile Matter re- 
main in the Conſtitution, and afterwards fall on the Lungs and 
cauſe a Conſumption ; or the Legs, or other Parts; cauſing the 
Patient to drag on an uncomfortable Life : whereas, in all the 
Inftances I have known by Obſervation or ſtrict Enquiry, I have 
not found one Perſon that was cured by the Chymical Febrifuge, 


to whom any Thing of that ſort hath happened. 
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It muſt now be left to the judicious Conſideratiofi 
of my Countrymen, whether they will accept of this 
Diſcovery, and be delivered from theſe deſtruc- 
tive Diſeaſes; or truſt their Lives and thoſe of their 
Friends, to Modes and Medicines, which have 
been found ine ffectual. | 


Wed We df We 


RS RS FRLST 


fr Afr Afr A 


Think it neceflary to add a Supplement- 
ary Note; becauſe I find, that when 1 
-wrote the preceeding Treatiſe, I had formed a 
wrong Concluſion, by confidering Facts well 
atteſted as a proper Baſis for the Support of my 
Propoſitions. I am told, that none of the Cures 
I have related, though ever ſo ſtriking and in- 
tereſting, can be admitted as Evidence in phy- 
ſical Enquiries. 


I have produced the Caſe of a Gentlewoman, 
taken ſo extremely ill of a Fever, as in a very 
few Hours to be deprived of Reaſon, though 
attended by two or three Phyſicians, who! de- 
clared her to be in great Danger; and yet by 
taking a ſmall Quantity of the Febrifuge, with- 


out bleeding, bliſtering, or any other painful 


Operation, was reſtored to her Reaſon in three 
or four Hours, and to Health in a few Days. 
Caſe xx1v. 


I have related the Caſe of a Lady, who was 
reduced to a very languiſhing State, by the fre- 
quent Returns of an inflammatory Fever, which 
the Gentlemen of the Faculty could not prevent, 
confining 


1 1 


confining her to her Bed and * a 1 or 
tix 1 2 or 3 Times a Year, yet was cured: of 
one of thoſe Fevers by the Febrifuge, in a few 
Days, and by continuing to take it for a ſhort 
Time, had her loſt Health, Spirits and Strength 
reſtored, and is now, with many others, a liv- 
ing Monument of the admirable Efficacy of the 


Medicine. (P. 52, 53 & 54.) 


It will appear, I think, the Effect of the 
moſt unreaſonable Prejudice to aſſert, that no 
Inference can be drawn in favor of the Medi- 
cine, from theſe and the like uncontro- 
vertable Facts. To me, and I believe to 
all the unprejudiced Part of Mankind, they car- 
Ty the Force of Demonſtration. — Becauſe Phy- 
ſicians are unacquainted with Medicines, which 
can be depended on in the Cure of Fevers, 
ſhould they perſuade themſelves and the Pub- 
lic, that no ſuch can be diſcovered? — This 
would in fact, be ſuppoſing our Knowledge in 
phyfical Caſes to be advanced to the utmoſt 
Perfection, and that no new Diſcoveries re- 
mained for the Inveſtigation of future Ages; a 
Notion too confined and unphiloſophical, to 
require any Refutation! x 

| ] have 
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I have affirmed, and I with to convince Che 


World by a Collscribn of Caſes fairly ſtated, 


that a new Diſcovery has been made, and con- 
firmed by the Experince of twenty Years, 


If any one ſhould Queſtion the Au 
of theſe Facts, and the Efficacy of the Medi- 
cine I with to recommend, I can only ſay, that 
I am very willing to ſubmit it to a fair and im- 


Partial Examination; and ſhall be happy to at- 


tend any one for that Purpoſe, who can lay a- 
fide Prejudice and Prepoſſeſſion; defiring no 
other Reward, but the Satisfaction reſulting from 
a Conſciouſneſs of having contributed my At- 
ſiſtance to relieve my Fellow-creatures in Diſ- 
treſs. 


I am ſenſible, that in this Publication I have 


oppoſed the Opinion of a very learned and re- 


ſpectable Body, by thus inſinuating, that the 


Medicine here deſcribed is ſuperior to common 


Preſcriptions; but I repoſe myſelf on their Can- ; 
dour. Being animated and encouraged by the 


nobleſt of all human Motives, a fincere Regard ' 
for the Welfare of Mankind. 
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To thoſe who explode the Idea of a new D, 


cover „ I anſwer in the Words of 8 


Veniet Tempus, quo iſta, 
dies extrahat, & longioris A 
eſt, Lib. vii. C. 25. 


Nat. 
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nunc latent, in lucens 


vi  diligentia. | 
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